Daily Eastern News: November 30, 2007 by Eastern Illinois University
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
November 2007
11-30-2007
Daily Eastern News: November 30, 2007
Eastern Illinois University
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2007_nov
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 2007 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in November by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Eastern Illinois University, "Daily Eastern News: November 30, 2007" (2007). November. 17.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2007_nov/17
VOL. 94 | ISSUE 66
the DAILY EASTERN NEWS
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, CHARLESTON
FRIDAY | 11.30.07
“TELL THE TRUTH AND DON’T BE AFRAID” WWW.DENNEWS.COM
A BATTLE TO END ALL
University Board’s “Up All Night: Battle of the 
Sexes” will take over the University Union tonight 
with movies, games and performers.
SEE CAMPUS, PAGE 3
BLAir hALL 
TO sEE A 
cOurTyArD
upgrADE
Reimagined area to symbolize 
Eastern’s relationship with 
international students
By Ashley Rueff
Senior Reporter
Eastern is working to bring the world to campus…
symbolically, at least.
Eastern’s International Programs Advisory Committee 
is developing plans to build an International Courtyard 
east of Blair Hall that would include the image of a globe 
as part of the flooring. 
The idea for the courtyard began three years ago as a 
discussion between the advisory committee, said Robert 
Augustine, dean of the graduate school.
“Several years ago, we were developing some long-
range plans for international education and one of the 
items of discussion was to create a physical presence for 
international education on our campus,” Augustine said.
The courtyard will be a place for international stu-
dents to gather as well as a symbol of Eastern’s interna-
tional education programs, officials said. The courtyard 
will be used at the start of every school year to welcome 
Eastern’s international students.
SEE COURTYARD, PAGE 2
HoW Will it BE 
USED?
At the beginning of every 
school year, the courtyard will 
be a gathering point for an 
annual international students 
welcoming.
WHY BUilD it?
Plans to reconnect with 
international alumni as 
well as a push to increase 
Eastern’s international student 
hospitality have been in the 
works by the International 
Programs Advisory Committee 
for several years.
HoW iS it BEiNG 
PAiD foR?
The project is being entirely 
funded by donation, and is 
expected to cost between 
$300,000 and $400,000. 
Fundraising is expected to last 
until 2010.
HoW Will it look?
The flooring of the court-
yard will feature an image of a 
globe made of terrazzo. Bench-
es and flag poles, will surround 
the perimeter of the courtyard. 
A pergola will be situated over 
the sidewalk enterance to the 
courtyard.
BREAkiNG DoWN tHE NEWlY PlANNED CoURtYARD
PHOTO PROVIDED BY EIU  PUBLIC RELATIONS
A mock-up drawing of the newly planned courtyard that will be 
installed on the east side of Blair Hall. The courtyard is part of a plan to 
increase international alumni connections.
Volunteer band 
to perform first 
feature concert
Audition-free 
Collegiate Band 
to play at McAfee
By Jessica leggin
Staff Reporter
Daina Varnaitis uses her 
French horn for the love of 
music, not the credit. 
“I play because I want to 
play, not because of a specif-
ic major or grade,” said the 
freshman history major. 
Varnaitis and the Colle-
giate Band, along with the 
Women’s Chorus, will per-
form in a historical con-
cert tonight in the McAfee 
Gymnasium. It will be the 
first time the Collegiate 
Band will have its own fea-
ture concert.  
“I already have pre-con-
cert nerves,” Varnaitis said.
There are no auditions 
required to join the Colle-
giate Band, which includes 
faculty and communi-
ty members as well as stu-
dents.
Milton Allen, director 
of Bands and instrumental 
division director, said any 
major, including “rocket sci-
ence,” can participate along 
with faculty and communi-
ty members.
SEE BAND, PAGE 6
Douglas utility 
upgrades to cost 
over $3 million
By Sara Cuadrado
University Reporter
The Board of Trust-
ees has two purchases to 
vote on at today’s meeting 
in the Grand Ballroom of 
the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union.
According to Jill Nilsen, 
vice president for exter-
nal relations, the board is 
required to approve any 
purchase of more than 
$250,000.
“If the Board of Trust-
ees gives their approval, the 
University will move for-
ward with the purchases,” 
Nilsen said.
One item on the agenda 
for a purchase approval is 
the Douglas Hall remodel-
ing and utility upgrades.
The cost for these servic-
es is $3,421,914, broken 
down between general con-
tracting, plumbing, heat-
ing, ventilation, electrical, 
fire protection, abatement 
and contingency.
The University would 
bring in six different rec-
ommended companies to 
accomplish the different 
areas of work.
SEE BOT, PAGE 6
Board of Trustees 
to vote on new 
maintenance costs
KAROLINA STRACK | THE DAILY EASTERN NEwS
Matthew Monroe, graduate student, plays the euphonia during 
the Collegiate Band’s practice. The band is preparing for a 
concert with the Women’s Choir on tonight in McAfee Gym. 
WOmEN’s BBALL 
LOsEs TO iND. sTATE 
SEE SPoRtS, BACk PAGE
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www.dennews.com
The Daily Eastern News blogs on 
topics ranging from sports to world 
politics to music and more. 
today's blog: Chris Essig on how 
Christmas singles are unoriginal and 
pointless.
For the news from campus, the city 
of Charleston and Eastern athletics, 
www.dennews.com presents the 
Weekly News Roundup featuring 
WEIU’s John Twork. Tune in to hear 
what you missed this week.
Campus editor Katie Anderson sat 
down with Eastern Director of Bands 
Milton Allen to find out more about 
the no-audition collegiate band and 
its first feature concert scheduled for 
Friday night.
bah humbug wEEkly nEws rounduP collEgiatE band
WWW.DENNEWS.COM | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | FRIDAY 11.30.07 NEws2
Renting for Fall 2008
Large 3 Bedroom Apartments
•A/C & Dishwasher                • 1 1/2 bathrooms
• Free Parking           • Models Open
Stop by 1509 S. 2nd
or Call for Info or Appointments 345-0936
HEIGHTSRoyal
(behind subway)
$SIGNING BONUS$
Stovepipe Grill &
Smokehouse
Expanded Sunday
Brunch Buffet!
BookYo
urHolid
ay
PartyTo
day!
Have you tried my
BBQ yet?
“FingerLincolnGood”We’ve added scrambled eggs, biscuits & gravy,
smoked ham, potatos O’Brien & cinnamon rolls
to our already fabulous selections!
Succulent Meats
Rib Tips
Pulled Pork
Brisket
Smoked Chicken
Walleye
Saucy Sides
Big O’s Baked Beans
Green Beans
Corn on the Cob
Tasty Salads
Tossed Salad
Potato Salad
Cole Slaw
Broccoli/
Cauliflower Salad
Fruit Salad
Warm, Hearty Soups
Brunswick Stew
Jambalaya
Delectable Desserts
Cobbler
Apple Crisp
Bread Pudding w/ Praline Sauce
Monday - Saturday
11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
217-345-3424
See our mouthwatering menu @ lincolnspringsresort.com
3 Miles East
of Charleston
on Route16
Hey
Gamers!
Halo 3
2v2 Tourney
Sat. @ Noon!
Save $5!!
preregister now @
thegamenexus.com
$15 per person
at the door!
More players = More $$
Book Your Holida
y or
Graduation Party
Today!
We offer onsite & 
offsite catering!
CALL 234-RENT
Efficiency 1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom
units available!
Over 200 to choose from!
Call Today!
AVAILABLE NOW!!
COURTYARD, FROM PAGE 1
“It is to represent that we bring in 
students to Eastern from around the 
world,” Augustine said. “We really 
want to have a place that symbolizes 
our commitment to international ed-
ucation.”
Plans to develop the courtyard 
have been mixed with plans for East-
ern to reconnect with international 
alumni, Augustine said.
“As part of our strategic plan-
ning with the international programs 
group, we also developed an Interna-
tional Alumni Advisory Board,” he 
said.
The board includes 12 of East-
ern’s international alumni who reside 
in the United States. The board has 
been included in developing plans 
for the courtyard. 
“We feel that it’s important that 
we honor and recognize the contribu-
tions that international students have 
made and the way that they repre-
sent Eastern around the world,” said 
Sue Songer, international student ad-
viser. “We’re working diligently to re-
connect so that the former students 
of EIU will be part of the (courtyard) 
project.” 
Songer said it has been difficult 
to stay in contact with international 
alumni because of the cost of inter-
national mail and telephone calls, but 
that has changed with the increased 
use of the Internet. 
The new International Alumni 
Advisory Board as well as the Asso-
ciation for International Students has 
worked closely with the International 
Programs Advisory Committee to de-
velop plans on the courtyard. 
The project is currently in the 
fundraising stage, which Augustine 
expects to last until 2010. Fund-
ing for the project will come com-
pletely from donations and is ex-
pected to cost between $300,000 and 
$400,000. 
Jill Nilsen, vice president for ex-
ternal relations, is working to help 
get the word out to the university 
and alumni about the courtyard and 
the need for donations. 
“We’re going to have to collect the 
funds before the construction can be-
gin,” Nilsen said. 
Plans for the courtyard flooring 
include a map of the world made 
out of terrazzo, a faux-marble mate-
rial, flagpoles to fly various flags and 
a pergola, or a covered walkway, be-
tween the courtyard and the side-
walk. 
Plans for the courtyard were devel-
oped by RATIO Architects, Inc., the 
same company that developed plans 
for the recent Blair Hall renovations, 
Augustine said. There is no expected 
completion date for the project at 
this time. 
Augustine said  Eastern hosts ap-
proximately 150 international stu-
dents from 45 different countries ev-
ery year. 
Robbie WRobleWski | The Daily easTeRn neWs
Secretary of State Jesse White announced Thursday that motorists can now order personalized and vanity 
Eastern Illinois University specialty license plates. White also spoke about different issues for drivers in Illinois.
you'rE so vain
Donations to fund project
Messy weekend is ahead after a nice Friday.  Expect periods of 
rain and freezing rain throughout Saturday before changing to 
all rain as temperature begin to rise into the mid 50s on Sunday.  
The week ahead will be nice with mostly sunny skies and highs 
in the mid-30s. 
want to donatE?
Jill Nilsen's office: 581-5983
campus briefs
Comments, CorreCtions, or 
events
To report any errors, local events 
or general suggestions for future 
editions please contact our news 
editor, Hayley Clark, via: 
Phone | 581-7942,  
e-mail | Dennewsdesk@gmail.
com 
office visit | 1811 Buzzard Hall
blotter
the DAILY EASTERN NEWS
WWW.DENNEWS.COM
FRIDAY |11.30.07 CAMPUS 3CAmPUs eDitorKatie AndersonDENcampus@gmail.com
observatory open 
whether cloudy or clear
The physics observatory will open 
at 8 p.m. for viewing and tours 
even if it is cloudy. 
The observatory houses a 
computer-controlled 16-inch 
Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope 
and a rotating dome, which al-
lows viewers to see the entire sky.
The observatory is located on 
the service road in the southwest-
ern corner of campus between 
O’Brien Stadium and the intramu-
ral softball fields. 
For more information contact 
the physics department at 581-
3220. 
Campus effort to spread 
joy through toy drive
“One Campus, One Community” 
is holding a toy drive for children 
ages 0-12. New, unwrapped 
toys may be dropped off at the 
Student Activities Center located 
on the second floor of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union.
The drive runs through Dec. 6. 
For more information contact 
the Student Activities Center at 
581-5522.
– Matt Hopf, 
Associate News Editor
early Birds get worm,
or at least an extra $100
Students signing Early Bird 
housing contracts for Fall 2008 
will be given $100 in Dining Dol-
lars for the Fall 2008 semester.
The opportunity to sign up runs 
through Dec. 14. Contracts are 
available in the Housing Office 
located in the Union. 
For more information see http://
www.eiu.edu/~housing/ebrdcon-
tract.php or call 581-5111.
Last paycheck issued 
after new Year’s Day
Student workers and graduate 
assistants will have their January 
paychecks direct deposited into 
the accounts Eastern has on file 
unless changes are made in the 
student Payroll Office by Dec. 12.
January 2008 pay will be re-
ported as 2008 taxable income.
If workers close their current 
direct deposit accounts, January 
pay will be returned to EIU.
The student payroll office is lo-
cated in Room 2017 of Old Main.
–  Katie Anderson,
Campus Editor
toDAY
movie
What | “Superbad”
time | 8 p.m.
Location | Buzzard Auditorium
on campus 
An orange Next mountain bike 
was stolen Wednesday from a 
bike rack outside Carman Hall. 
By Graham milldrum
Opinions Editor
The battle to end all battles will 
take place tonight.
And those who know about the 
opposite gender will have an advan-
tage.
“Up All Night: Battle of the Sex-
es” will take place 7 p.m. to mid-
night in the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union.
Among the events will be a game 
show that pits men against wom-
en. Contestants will be asked ques-
tions about the opposite sex to score 
points.
The event will cover most of the 
Union. 
Four showings of  “Superbad” are 
scheduled for every hour beginning 
at 7 p.m. and will be in the Charles-
ton-Mattoon and Arcola-Tuscola 
rooms.
Lazer Tag will be in the University 
Ballroom and Retta, a comedian who 
has been on Comedy Central, will be 
in 7th Street Underground.
Nick Gracyalny, a senior social 
science major, said that the Universi-
ty Board brought “Superbad” because 
of the success of “Knocked Up.”
Gracyalny said that people were 
leaving the “Knocked Up” showings 
because there was no seating. The 
organizers said they expect an equally 
high turnout. 
Mike Usher, sophomore business 
major, expects Retta’s performance to 
be packed.
“She’s really funny; I’ve seen her 
before,” he said.
He said in the past, she has does 
an excellent job with college stu-
dents.
He expects the Underground to 
be packed like he has seen for other 
comedians.
The list of events is extensive and 
revolves around the “Battle of the 
Sexes” theme.
Gracyalny said that consolidation 
to one building was a great idea since 
people did not have to walk around 
campus to get to the events.
Usher said he thought it was a 
great close to the semester and a per-
fect way to go into finals.
Andrew Hubbard, a market-
ing and corporate communications 
major and University Board special 
events coordinator, was in charge of 
assembling the event.
“We encourage everyone to come 
out,” he said. “It’s their money and 
we want to please them first.”
He has no idea how many people 
will show up, since they do not have 
much prior information to judge it 
on.
But he said it would be more fun 
for everyone if more people come.
“Don’t just come by yourself, 
bring someone with you,” he said.
Students to battle at the Union, stay ‘Up All Night’ 
WHere to DUke it oUt:
“Battle of the sexes” game 
show
10 p.m. – Grand Ballroom
karaoke
10 p.m. – University Ballroom
retta (comedian)
9-10 p.m. 7th Street Underground
other events:
Bachelorette parlor – 1895 Room
Bachelor studio – Alumni Lounge
Tarot card readings
Body painting
Balloon art
Cultural diversity voted down
Members believe 
requirement would do 
little to increase actual 
diversity awareness
KARLA BROWNING | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Mark Hudson, Director of University Housing and Dining Services, talks to members of Residence Hall Association about the room and board rate 
development contract during the RHA Meeting Thursday evening in Thomas Hall. The next meeting will at 5 p.m., Thursday in Lawson Hall. 
By Jordan Crook
RHA Reporter
In an 18-14 vote, members of 
the Residence Hall Association vot-
ed against a resolution supporting a 
proposal to increase cultural diver-
sity requirements for graduation at 
Thursday night’s meeting in Thom-
as Hall.
The vote was spurred on by the 
presentation Student Body President 
Cole Rogers made about increas-
ing the cultural diversity require-
ments needed for graduation at the 
last RHA meeting before Thanksgiv-
ing Break.
Rogers told RHA members the 
requirement would have students 
taking six course hours devoted to 
cultural diversity, doubling the cur-
rent three-hour requirement.
RHA Vice President Brian 
McGuigan said the main reason 
behind the resolution’s failure was 
residents felt it was not needed.
“(They think) it’s just another 
unnecessary requirement,” he said. 
“They think everybody should be 
diverse instead of just having differ-
ent classes.”
McGuigan said he personally 
liked the idea but did not think it 
was a necessary requirement for stu-
dents. Many RHA members agreed 
with McGuigan on the issue and 
said so during the meeting.
Freshman sociology major John 
Matlachowski said he thinks the res-
olution would do little to actually 
increase cultural diversity on cam-
pus.
He said he thought the school 
could do more to encourage cultural 
diversity on campus but, in the end, 
the effect cultural diversity has on 
campus lies with the students.
“For the most part I don’t think 
people care enough,” Matlachows-
ki said. “People are content with 
how things are and they don’t think 
things need to change.”
He said students are not interest-
ed enough in cultural diversity for 
the requirement to have any notice-
able effect on their attitudes toward 
other people.
Matlachowski’s solution for the 
cultural diversity issue would be for 
students to expand their minds and 
accept other ideas about diversity.
“People need to think outside the 
box,” he said. “People need to think 
outside of their everyday norms and 
think what this campus would be 
like if it were culturally diverse.”
He said the way to create this 
feeling in students would be to offer 
opportunities, and not requirements, 
to learn about cultural diversity.
He said forcing students to be 
culturally diverse does no good.
Senior geography major Keith 
Darby shared a similar opinion 
about the idea.
“I took a cultural diversity class in 
my freshman year and I really didn’t 
learn anything from it,” he said.
Darby said if students wanted to 
learn about cultural diversity they 
should attend some of the many 
different diversity events offered by 
University Board and the Black Stu-
dent Union.
Darby, who is the president of 
Thomas Hall, supported the opin-
ions of his residents, who felt that 
extra classes were a waste of time and 
money.
“They’re not against cultur-
al diversity, they just don’t feel that 
extra classes are going to help them,” 
he said.
Sophomore sociology major Matt 
Pickham is RHA representative of 
Thomas Hall and said he thought 
the requirement would not only be 
ineffective, but it might also create 
difficulties for some students.
“It complicates already compli-
cated schedules,” he said. “It elimi-
nates certain freedoms students have 
with picking courses.”
Pickham said students with tight 
schedules might have difficulties in 
fitting a cultural diversity class into 
their core curriculum.
The last RHA meeting of the 
semester will be held at 5 p.m. 
Thursday in Lawson Hall. 
University Board 
sponsors variety of fun
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Much ado 
about nothing
DRAWN FROM THE NEWS | DYLAN POLK
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“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
MICHAEL PETERSON
Michael Peterson is a senior 
journalism major and the city editor.
Letters to the editor can be 
submitted at any time on any topic to 
the Opinions Editor to be published 
in the Daily Eastern News. The Daily 
Eastern News’ policy is to run all letters 
that are not libelous or potentially 
harmful. They must be less than 250 
words. 
Letters to the editor can be brought 
in with identification to the DEN 
at 1811 Buzzard Hall or submitted 
electronically from the author’s EIU 
e-mail address to DENopinions@gmail.
com.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
“LET’S GIVE THEM  
SOMETHING TO TALK 
ABOUT”
Should holiday figures be 
subject to political 
correctness?
 To submit your opinion on this 
week’s topic, bring it in with identifi-
cation to the DEN at 1811 Buzzard 
Hall or submit it electronically from 
the author’s EIU e-mail address to 
DENopinions@gmail.com by 4 p.m. 
today.
Apparently it is that time of the year 
again. The time where a movie comes out 
and massive groups of people on both 
the religious and non-religious sides get 
royally pissed off at each other. 
In 2004, it was “The Passion of the 
Christ,” last year it was the “Da Vinci 
Code,” and this year it is “The Golden 
Compass.” 
“The Golden Compass” is the film 
adaptation of the first book of the “His 
Dark Materials” trilogy written by Phillip 
Pullman, an outspoken atheist. 
What has many Christians in an 
uproar is that in the story the heroes 
end up killing God, or as he is known in 
novels: “The Authority.” 
Many Christians believe that Phillip 
Pullman published these books to 
“brainwash” children into becoming 
atheists like him. It is viewed to many as 
the anti-Narnia, which is understandable 
since Pullman has claimed to “loathe” the 
Narnia books and has even gone so far as 
to call them racist and sexist. 
Honestly, I never realized this 
controversy existed until I started 
getting requests to join Facebook groups 
boycotting the film.  
While I have never read the book, 
I would find it very hard to imagine 
anyone – even children – being 
transformed into atheists just because 
they saw the movie or read the books. 
The Narnia books contain many 
Christian symbols and messages; however, 
I have yet to hear a story of a child being 
converted to Christianity by just reading 
those books. 
What the Narnia books have done is 
delighted fantasy fans who are Christian 
and non-Christian alike. 
The books may have strengthened the 
faith of believers, but that is probably all 
they have done to change people’s faith. 
The same will happen with “The 
Golden Compass.” Atheists will find a 
deeper appreciation for some of the subtle 
messages that the author has introduced, 
but for most – especially children – they 
will just be enjoying an entertaining story 
and will not put much more thought 
into it. 
As for the claims that Pullman is using 
the books to push his agenda, that may 
be so. However, don’t most writers have 
a message they want to express through 
their writing? 
If Pullman hates organized religion 
enough to write a trilogy about it, 
then that is his choice. And here is the 
beautiful part: if someone does not want 
to read a book or see a movie about 
people killing God, then they also have 
the choice of not paying attention to it. 
I am a Christian, but I don’t like it 
when Christians get all huffy about a 
certain movie, video game or book that is 
supposedly “evil.” 
If anything, that will turn people away 
from Christianity more than any book or 
movie ever will. 
It has been said that Christians are 
the number one reason for people not 
converting to Christianity. As a Christian 
who has been going to church his 
entire life, I agree with that statement 
completely. 
Of fakery most foul
Eastern’s campus is 
quite a paradox. The last 
time I had seen so many 
Chanel quilted Cambon 
purses, Louis Vuitton 
monogrammed canvas 
Speedy bags and golden 
Coach totes was in the fall 
fashion issue of Harper’s 
Bazaar. For a town in a 
county with a shockingly 
high poverty level of 14.4 
percent and a median family 
household income of only 
$45,708, Charleston has quite a 
bit of bling.
It’s safe to say most students 
boasting these bags are flaunting 
fakes. The average Louis Vuitton 
bag retails more than $600, 
and Chanel prices rarely sink 
below $1,500 – cash that most 
students (and parents) don’t 
want to fork over.
And why would you, when 
you have myriad options of 
visually identical designer 
options online, at purse parties 
and on dark city streets – all of 
which are more accessible and 
more affordable than a trip to 
Michigan Avenue.
Faking it is more fashionable 
than ever. Can we even tell the 
difference between a counterfeit 
item and the real thing? Even 
Nike, Abercrombie & Fitch and 
The North Face are faked – few 
shoppers are savvy to it because 
it all seems the same, at least to 
the untrained eye.
We consumers need to look a 
little deeper into our purchases. 
Counterfeiting is illegal not 
because the money-hungry, 
superficial European designers 
want to rip us off and force-feed 
us millions of dollars worth of 
Gucci – it is illegal because it is 
unethical.
Not only is a purchase 
of a fake item stealing the 
designer’s personal, innovative, 
copyrighted creation, but it is 
also promoting some of the 
most hideous practices in the 
clothing industry.
In the book “Deluxe: How 
Luxury Lost Its Luster,” Dana 
Thomas says the counterfeiters 
of the world are doing more 
than mass-producing fake 
goods: they’re also exploiting 
and selling children – and 
funding terrorists.
A counterfeit investigator 
Thomas interviewed said he 
witnessed a plant in Thailand 
churning out counterfeit leather 
handbags by children under 
10, all lined up on the floor. 
The owners had “broken the 
children’s legs and tied the 
lower leg to the thigh, so 
the bones wouldn’t mend.” 
The owner said he did it 
because the children said 
they wanted to go play.
Selling children in 
China for cheap labor 
work provided by 
counterfeit assembly plants 
is not an uncommon 
practice. They are said to earn 
as little as $12 a week in these 
factories.
Thomas reports that the FBI 
believes terrorists financed the 
World Trade Center bombing in 
1993 in part with counterfeit T-
shirt sales. The week after Sept. 
11, 2001, 1,500 counterfeiting 
vendor stalls in South America, 
some reportedly owned by al-
Qaeda, shut down. An Interpol 
officer said North African 
radical fundamentalist groups 
in al-Qaeda and Hezbollah 
all receive income from 
counterfeiting.
Maybe we do not want to 
drop hundreds or thousands of 
dollars on a single designer piece 
when a nearly identical option is 
available for 75 percent of that 
price.  
Yes, if we choose the ethical 
option, our wallets will be a lot 
lighter.
But so will our consciences.
Angela Pham is a copy editor 
and junior journalism major.
ANGELA PHAM
I have a psychological 
disorder. This is the first time 
I have told anyone who isn’t a 
close friend or relative.
I am sharing this 
information because I want 
other students on campus to 
know that they are not alone.
The recent influx of 
stories about students in our 
community who have gone to 
the Counseling Center, only to 
be dismissed from the university, 
seems daunting.  
The center’s Web site is inviting 
and seductive, saying that they 
want to help. There are sections 
on panic and anxiety disorders, 
sexual assault, self-mutilation, etc.  
They assure confidentiality and 
understanding.
So why did these students have 
their confidentiality agreements 
broken, and eventually find 
themselves dismissed from the 
university? 
I believe that the university 
does not want to deal with 
students who have certain 
psychological disorders because 
they either do not know how to 
treat them, or they do not want 
to be held accountable in case 
something would happen to the 
student.
I’m not blaming the 
Counseling Center; the fault for 
these situations does not rest solely 
on their shoulders.  I think that 
it is a combination of efforts, 
or lack there of, from the 
Counseling Center and Judicial 
Affairs.
I know of a student here 
on campus who has been 
dealing with Judicial Affairs 
ever since the beginning of 
the semester.  She took a few 
too many aspirins, got sick, 
and her roommate told the 
paramedics that she was trying 
to commit suicide. The student 
did not attempt anything except 
to rid herself of a headache and 
misjudged her dose after not 
eating all day.
This student is now under 
probation with Judicial Affairs.  
She was moved out of her first 
building into an entirely new 
one. She is afraid that she might 
get dismissed from the university, 
and her fears grew after reading 
the stories about Jill Manges and 
Nichole D’Antonio.
These cases have done nothing 
but to discourage students with 
issues to keep themselves hidden.  
I know that it turned me off from 
making any appointments with 
the Counseling Center because of 
the effects of my condition and 
their similarities to those of Jill 
Manges.
We are not our problems.  
We are simply people who must 
overcome more obstacles than 
others.  
We need the help, and we 
should not have to be afraid to ask 
for it.
Sarah Jean Bresnahan
is a junior journalism major and 
On the Verge reporter.
SARAH JEAN BRESNAHAN
‘We are not our problems’ student says
I promised myself that I would 
not be one of those alumni who 
still wrote a column or “letter to 
the editor,” but recent incidents 
have compelled me to break my 
promise. 
The ordeal that Mason A. has 
endured is quite simply one that 
should not be, and the fact that 
nothing has happened to help 
him is indefensible on multiple lev-
els.
First, the president should be out-
raged that such atrocities occur on 
his campus, but I have yet to read a 
word of response or comment from 
him on this atrocity – indefensible. 
The student body president, 
whom I have alerted of this issue, 
is looking into the situation and for 
that I shall hold my anger and hope 
that some progress can be made 
from his doing his job. 
Housing has left Mason, a victim 
of hate crimes – for those two peo-
ple who responded to Corey Taylor’s 
insightful letter to the editor, yes 
everything Mason detailed is a hate 
crime. 
We do not have to tolerate hate 
speech, especially when it precedes 
hate action on the body – that were 
committed in housing, this is inde-
fensible and inexcusable. 
But, most importantly, the 
non-demand from the student 
body to aid and not tolerate the 
sexual harassment (the perpe-
trators violated his naked body 
and exposed it against his will) 
the physical harassment, and 
the emotional harassment of a 
fellow person is the most inde-
fensible and reprehensible part 
of this entire matter.
Let us move beyond Mason; as 
I stated this goes to what he repre-
sents, so it would not be enough to 
help just him. Once again referring 
to Corey Taylor’s letter, homosexuals 
face different abuses on EIU’s cam-
pus every day. 
You need to change your envi-
ronment, is it surprising that this 
could happen on EIU’s campus, in 
Douglas Hall, where, in both areas, 
homophobia is tolerated? 
Let us not forget, the body that 
was violated was one of a racial 
minority, it was a black person’s 
body, so, where is BSU? 
And before BSU states they did 
not know, you know now. The body 
was a minority, where is the minori-
ty affairs office in this situation? 
The body was exposed in the state 
of nudity, if this were a woman there 
would be no question of a viola-
tion of rights and sexual harassment, 
where are the feminists? 
You see, in this one body and 
this one incident, so many different, 
traditionally, and wrongly, isolat-
ed identity based communities can 
come together and work to ensure 
the protection of not only Mason’s 
basic rights but other persons’ rights 
as well. 
Furthermore, his body and the 
actions against it and what they rep-
resent, prove to us that it is not “just 
a gay thing” it is a human thing, and 
it involves you. So, I ask you, in a 
very personal and direct manner, 
what are you going to do about it?
Maurice Tracy is an Eastern 
alumnus.
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WILL ROGERS CODE # 1556
705 MONROE AVE., CHARLESTON • 345–9222  
$2.75 – ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6 PM
$4.00 – ALL EVENING SHOWS
Kerasotes
Movies with Magic
1-800-FANDANGO + THEATRE EXPRESS CODE #
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.KERASOTES.COM
FREE REFILL ON POPCORN & SOFT DRINKS!
BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT FANDANGO.COM
BARGAIN MATINEES – all shows before 6pm
STUDENT DISCOUNT for shows after 6pm
SHOWPLACE 10 CODE # 1573
JUST OFF ROUTE 16, E. OF I-57– MATTOON  
Join the Five Buck Club at www. vebuckclub.net
STADIUM SEATING • DIGITAL SOUND
DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG 13)
DAILY 7:00 FRI SAT 9:30 SAT SUN MAT 2:15 
BEOWULF (PG 13)
DAILY 6:45 FRI SAT 9:20 SAT SUN MAT 2:00
AWAKE (R) 5:15  7:45  10:00 SAT SUN MAT 
2:15
NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (R) 4:10  7:00  
9:50 SAT SUN MAT 1:10
ENCHANTED (PG) 3:40  6:50  9:30 SAT SUN 
MAT 12:40
AUGUST RUSH (PG) 4:30  7:10  9:45 SAT 
SUN MAT 1:50
THE HITMAN (R) 5:00  7:30  10:15 SAT SUN 
MAT 2:00
THE MIST (R) 4:20  7:20  10:10 SAT SUN 
MAT 1:30
MR. MAGORIUM’S WONDER EMPORIUM (G) 
3:30  6:15  8:45 SAT SUN MAT 12:50
FRED CLAUSE (PG) 3:50  6:30  9:15 SAT 
SUN MAT 1:00
BEE MOVIE (PG) 4:00  6:40  9:00  SAT SUN 
MAT 1:40
AMERICAN GANGSTER (R) 4:45  8:15 SAT 
SUN MAT 1:20
SHOWTIMES FOR NOV 30 – DEC 6
SHOWTIMES FOR NOV 30 – DEC 6
NEW UPSCALE STUDENT RENTAL HOUSING
C MMUNITY NOW LEASING FOR FALL 2006!
Model unit now available for viewing across the street from
Old Main at 1405 Sixth St. near EIU campus in Charleston
GRAND OPENING SPECIAL!!!: 52 TV WITH
HOME THEATER SURROUND SOUND Limited Time Offer
www.universityvillagehousing.com
Be the first to pick your home site location!!!
NOW LEASING!!! 217.345.1400
345-14 0
Now Leasing for Spring 2008 and Fall 2008
1, 2, 3, & 4 Bedroom Units
Apply online today at 
www.universityillagehousing.com
NO
W
SH
OW
ING
Call for an 
Appt. Today!
We are raising the bar in student housing at EIU
Free P
arking
Free S
huttle 
Servic
e
New co
nstruc
tion
Huge Yards(we maintain)Furniture/Utilities Included!
GreatPricing
BIG TV GIVEAWAY!
Sign your lease before Nov 30th and your 
name will be in a drawing for 10 big 
screen TV’s. The drawing will take 
place on Dec 15th, but you MUST sign 
your lease before Nov 30th in order to enter drawing.
GOOD LUCK!
Spr 08 3x6 - College
Belleville Campus
Red Bud Campus
Sam Wolf Granite City Campus
SWIC offers more than 100 academic programs?
• Online classes • Credits transfer • Only $68 per credit hour
SWIC Spring Semester 2008 classes start Jan. 12.
For more information, call 618-235-2700,
ext. 5526, or 800-222-5131, ext. 5526.
NFL 
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Ticket
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SundaySunday
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ay
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rd
ay
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$175 Domestic Bottles
$250 Captain & Bacardi mixers
Live music w/ Pink Flood 
and the Magenta Tide
$2.50 U-Call-It
Premium Bottles and Drafts
(Jager, Stoli, Malibu, Tanqueray, etc.)
$.75 Coors Light Pints
$150 Rail Mixers
$300 Coors Light Pitchers
NFL Sunday 
1,2,3 Bedroom
 Close To Campus!!!
345-6533
MAURICE TRACY
The Daily Eastern News has a 
Tuesday spot open for anyone in 
the Eastern community to submit a 
weekly editorial cartoon. 
For more information contact 
Graham Milldrum, the Opinions 
Editor, at 581-7942 or at DENo-
pinions@gmail.com.
CARTOONIST NEEDED
All minorities need support of the campus
the DAILY EASTERN NEWS
WWW.DENNEWS.COM
FRIDAY | 11.30.07 OP-ED 5OPINIONS EDITORGraham MilldrumDENopinions@gmail.com
www.dennews.com | the daily eastern news | Friday 11.30.07 news6
Great 
Student 
Living
www.jbapartments.com
345-6100
For Spring 2008 registration 
information and scheduling go to:
http://www.eiu.edu/paws/
“What is different about this 
band is how non-music majors are 
playing because they want to keep 
playing,” Allen said.
This sparked Varnaitis’ interest 
to join the band this year. 
She saw a flier for the Collegiate 
Band in her residence hall and read 
the words “No audition required.”
“I happened to bring my mouth-
piece to college hoping something 
like this would come up,” Varnaitis 
said.
Varnaitis participated in band 
activities in junior high and high 
school. She began on the clarinet.
“It was too heavy on my thumbs 
so I decided to go along with the 
French horn,” Varnaitis said.
The French horn has been her 
instrument of choice for nine years. 
“It is different,” she said. “I like 
the way the sound has the ability to 
go from high to low.”
The only issue Varnaitis has with 
the French horn is the spit valve, 
where the saliva can be drained from 
the instrument.
The French horn does not con-
tain a spit valve.
This can make the experience 
unpleasant at times while playing 
the instrument, Varnaitis said.
Varnaitis said she was nervous 
when she did her first performance 
with the Collegiate Band.
“I was scared that I was going 
to hit the wrong note, or have the 
wrong mouth movement,” she said.
Now Varnaitis said she is confi-
dent for the upcoming concert.
She said once the first note is 
played in the concert, her nerves will 
slowly go away.  
“It will be just like practice,” she 
said. “I just have to make sure I keep 
up with the right beat and tempo 
and pay attention to my directors.”
Allen will conduct the band along 
with Timothy J. Schmidt, graduate 
director and Joshua Kumpula, guest 
conductor. 
“Everyone in the band pays atten-
tion to the directors,” she said. “I 
have respect for all three of them.”
Allen said he is pleased with the 
first year of the band. 
“I was hoping to get 35 people 
and it exceeded my expectations,” he 
said. 
Allen said he met with Profes-
sor Gary Jensen, conductor for the 
Women’s Chorus, and the two decid-
ed to have a combined concert. 
Allen said balance and volume 
will be the key to success for this 
concert. To prepare for the concert, 
the band has practiced all semester 
Tuesdays and Thursdays in McAfee. 
In addition to practice, Varnaitis 
takes 15 minutes out of her day to 
study music notes, and the right fin-
ger movements on her French horn.  
Varnaitis said she plans to con-
tinue to participate in the Collegiate 
Band.
“This is basically just for fun and 
a laid-back experience,” she said. 
The project includes all labor 
and materials needed to demolish 
and redevelop the toilet and shower 
rooms on all floors in Douglas.
According to Mark Hudson, 
director of Housing and Dining, 
they will be taking out addition-
al rooms as well to make the bath-
rooms larger and install some pri-
vate bathrooms.
“The Office of Housing has a 
long term plan to provide similar 
shower and toilet upgrades to all of 
the residence halls,” Nilsen said.
Hudson said Douglas Hall was 
chosen because it had the lowest sat-
isfaction on surveys that were filled 
out by residents. About 40 percent 
of the sample said they were dissat-
isfied with the bathrooms.
Lincoln Hall is next on the list, 
followed by Pemberton Hall.
The project will also work to 
accommodate future fire alarm 
upgrades in Stevenson Hall and the 
installation of sprinkler systems in 
Lincoln and Stevenson.
Hudson said, according to a 
state law, all dormitories must have 
sprinkler systems installed by 2013.
Hudson said Douglas will also 
have kitchenettes on every floor, a 
recycling center to encourage more 
recycling and speakers in every 
room for emergency announce-
ments.
Douglas will also have an electri-
cal update.  
Hudson said when the buildings 
were originally wired, they had less 
demands for electricity, and now 
they have to rewire so the build-
ings can take all the demands need-
ed today.
All of these updates can only 
happen if the board approves this 
purchase today.
The second item the board 
would need to approve is a 10-year 
contract for university parking lot 
design services, which includes the 
design of a parking lot maintenance 
plan for the campus.
The cost of this is not to exceed 
$500,000 during the ten-year peri-
od.
“This contract will allow the uni-
versity to contract with a compa-
ny to provide annual maintenance 
services to the university’s parking 
lots,” Nilsen said.
Nilsen said the other items on 
the agenda for the meeting are 
important as well.
“We know the Board of Trust-
ees members are busy, and we try 
very hard to use their time wisely,” 
Nilsen said.
band, FROM PaGE 1
Douglas chosen because of survey
Collegiate Band gives non-music majors a stage
bOt, FROM PaGE 1
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By Chris Walden
Student Government Reporter
The University Board Lectures Committee 
is bringing Bill Nye the Science Guy to East-
ern in the spring.
The former television show host and come-
dian now speaks at lectures throughout the 
country on science issues, and UB has made 
arrangements to bring him to Eastern some-
time in April.
University Board Lecture representatives 
Ryan Kerch and Amy Baumgart made a presen-
tation to the Apportionment Board on Thurs-
day night showing the possible benefits and 
costs to bring Bill Nye to the university.
Bill Nye’s negotiated cost for Eastern came 
to $25,000. Typically, Nye charges anywhere 
from $40,000-50,000 for his lectures, Kerch 
said.
The committee added just less than an addi-
tional $5,000 to pay for sound equipment and 
transportation. However, UB Lectures also 
offered $6,888 of its remaining lecture budget 
to help pay for the event.
AB members all showed support and enthu-
siasm for the event, but lengthy discussion fol-
lowed concerning whether or not to charge stu-
dents and the general public to pay for tickets 
for the lecture.
UB Lectures expected to sell at least 800 stu-
dent tickets and 100 general public tickets to 
the event at $5 and $10 respectively, to produce 
revenue of $5,000 to also pay for the event. The 
total allocation request was $17,870.
The proposal was voted down unanimous-
ly because of overwhelming support in Appor-
tionment Board to instead have UB Lectures 
submit a new allocation that asked for more 
money. The purpose: to charge students less or 
not at all for lecture tickets.
The Bill Nye lecture proposal would have 
been the first UB Lecture that charged students 
and the general public to pay for tickets. Kerch 
did not think that a $5 charge would turn away 
many students from showing up to see Bill 
Nye.
To accompany an expected rise in atten-
dance to the lecture, it will be held in McAfee 
Gymnasium, which can hold 2,200 people – as 
opposed to the Grand Ballroom’s maximum of 
700 people. Kerch said they had to turn people 
away because of the full house attendance for 
previous lecture speakers.
Several members of the Apportionment 
Board thought charging students for tickets for 
the first time would detract from the potential 
turnout. 
“Students usually don’t have a lot of mon-
ey to spend nor want to spend a lot of money,” 
said AB member Drew McClarity. “Bill Nye 
may not be a big enough name to get people to 
come, so students shouldn’t be charged for this 
lecture’s tickets.”
Among others in agreement with McClarity 
were AB members Ashley Nolan, Eric Wilber 
and faculty member Karen Gaines.
“Kids will want to come out to see Bill Nye. 
The $5,000 reduction for ticket sales shouldn’t 
be necessary if it’s going to turn people away,” 
Nolan said.
Gaines also said that with AB’s reserve bud-
get currently standing at over $145,000, an 
extra $5,000 to make the lecture free to stu-
dents wouldn’t “break the bank.” 
AB faculty member Mike Mulvaney said 
he admired UB Lecture’s organization in pre-
paring the proposal, and said he had faith in 
Kerch’s initial suggestion to charge for tickets if 
he thought it was necessary.
Heather Zike, the assistant director of Stu-
dent Life, also spoke up during audience par-
ticipation to say Eastern would have no prob-
lem increasing attendance because she was sure 
many professors would be excited to offer extra 
credit to students attending the event. Gaines 
also agreed heartily, looking forward to encour-
aging students to attend.
AB adviser Ted Hart then suggested after 
much discussion that the proposal be voted 
down so the committee could submit a new 
proposal next week with updated costs. The 
Apportionment Board members agreed to this, 
and will meet Thursday to review the new cost 
for the Bill Nye lecture.
In other business, both of University Board’s 
tabled allocations for Special Events and Main-
stage were approved. They will be voted on as 
emergency legislation at next Wednesday’s Stu-
dent Senate meeting before they are official.
Mainstage’s proposal of $10,980 passed 6-2 
with one abstention. 
AB members Travis Bounds and Eric Wil-
ber both contended that the few students they 
spoke with about the proposal thought the 
costs were too much for the event, and voted 
against the allocation.
Gaines responded by saying UB deserved a 
chance to spend the money in order to please 
students, and a majority vote followed in favor 
of the Mainstage proposal.
The UB Special Events proposal of $25,000 
passed 8-0 with one abstention. Discussion fol-
lowed concerning confusion over details on the 
line items of the costs.
Wilber cited last Wednesday’s Student Sen-
ate meeting as the first case in which line item 
confusion came up. He expressed enthusiasm – 
as did most of the Apportionment Board – for 
the Up All Night events.
University Board’s plan to 
charge students for Bill Nye 
lecture under criticism
Brakes put on UB’s 
Science Guy presentation
It’s beginning to look a lot
                       like...SNIFFLES!
Fight the “Germiest Grinch” with...
A FREE FLU SHOT
(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)
Shots are available to all EIU students! Stop in at the
Medical Clinic on 1st floor Human Services
University Union Bowling Lanes
Sanctioned League
Tuesday Night 7pm (4 per team) Starts Sept 5th
Wednesday Night 7pm (5 per team) Starts Sept. 6th
Youth Sat. Morning 10am Starts Sept. 23rd
For more information call Tim @ 581-7457
University Union Bowling Lanes
COSMIC BOWLING
Friday & Saturday Night
8:30pm - Midnight
Phone:  581-7457
...
This weekend @
Open
11 AM
&
4o’clock
Club
Italian Beef w/ Fries        $449
$5   Pitchers
Goose Island 312 $250
S a t u r d a y
Eric HiltNEr | tHE Daily EastErN NEws
sophomore eric wilber discusses his opinion on the University Board lecture’s request for 
additional allocations during thursday’s apportionment Board meeting in the arcola-tus-
cola room of the martin luther King Jr. University Union. 
SEMESTER BREAK WORK: 
$17.25 base-appt. 1-5 week work 
program, flex schedules, customer 
sales/service, work PT in spring or 
secure summer work, conditions 
apply, all ages 18+. Call now! 
Bloomington - 309-661-0888; 
Skokie-Wilmette - 847-251-5521; 
Lake County - 847-837-3033; 
Naperville - 630-420-9430; Oak 
Brook - 630-758-0001; Orland 
Park - 708-745-5508; Schaum-
burg - 847-925-0708.
_____________________12/10
!Bartending! Up to $250/day. No 
experience necessary, training 
provided. 1-800-965-6520 ext. 
239
_____________________12/10
We pay up to $75 per online sur-
vey.www.CashToSpend.com
_____________________12/10
Roommate needed for spring 
semester. Four bedroom house 
close to campus. $200/month 
plus utilities.  (773) 733-3331
_____________________11/30
Roommate needed for Spring 
semester- 5 BR house- 11th and 
Garfield near Buzzard-$250/
month plus utilities. Call 630-
433-1684
_____________________11/30
LOOKING  FOR A GRADUATE 
OR MATURE UNDERGRADU-
ATE ROOMMATE. I LIVE IN 
A NEW APARTMENT THAT 
IS CLOSE AND IN WALKING 
DISTANCE TO CAMPUS. CALL 
MATT AT 630-740-7636
______________________12/7
2.5 MONTHS FREE. Furnished 
BR in 4 BR house. Walk to Taco 
Bell, Chubby’s, and Panther Paw 
in seconds. $350/month. Call 
708-528-6735.
_____________________11/30
Available Dec. 15. Nice BR in 
great house. $395/month. In-
cludes utilities. First month free. 
Females only. Call 217-778-
1391.
_____________________11/30 
Spring/Summer ‘08 3 bedroom 3 
bath apartment. Campus Pointe. 
In unit with W/D, DW. Utilities/
internet included. $350 each! 
Call 847-652-7080.
_____________________11/30
1 BR available for sublet in 3 BR 
House. W/D, private bath includ-
ed. $280/MO. 847-921-7117
_____________________12/10
Big 1 Bedroom Apt. Next to Union 
for Spring 08. Covered Parking 
$440/month. 217-202-2951
______________________12/7
Sub-lessors needed for 07-08 
Spring semester! 3 BR, 2 Bath 
apartment with W/D. $355/MO 
or best offer. Cable and internet 
included. Close to campus. 1140 
Edgar Dr. (217) 639-3510
______________________12/7
Sublessor needed spring and 
summer 2008: 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, AC, on site washer/dryer, 
walking distance from campus 
and County Market. $450 month. 
Call 708-785-7533
_____________________12/10
Roommate needed to sublease 
huge 4 story house. Dishwasher, 
W/D, cable, internet. 2 blocks 
from campus, 6 month sublease. 
Call 217-497-6169.
_____________________12/10
FALL 2008: 3 BR 2 Bath duplex, 4 
BR 2 Bath duplex, near Buzzard. 
345-5821 or rcrrentals.com 
_____________________11/30
Now Leasing ‘08-’09. 3BR Apts. 
Partially Furnished. Walk To 
Campus. 217-218-1605. Mgr. 1-
217-345 7766.
_____________________11/30
Large 4 BR, 2 BA house on 7th, 
available January. Fully furnished, 
great location, front porch, off 
street parking, and more! 217-
345-5022
_____________________11/30
The Atrium: 3 BR apt. available 
for January. Fully furnished, great 
price, and short term lease. 217-
345-5022
_____________________11/30
3 BR available for January on 
11th St. Fully furnished, reduced 
price, and short term lease. Close 
to Greek Court. 217-345-5022
_____________________11/30
Looking for an apartment in Janu-
ary? Call 217-345-5022. Full 
groups or individuals, we have 
a furnished apartment at a great 
location for you!
_____________________11/30
CLOSE - NEW - AFFORDABLE! 
3 and 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath luxu-
ry apts. Washers and Dryers in 
each unit. $335.00 each. www.
jbapartments.com  217-345-
6100
_____________________11/30
JUST EAST OF BUZZARD BUILD-
ING. REMODELED 1 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS. WATER, TRASH 
AND LAWN CARE PAID. AVAIL-
ABLE SPRING SEMESTER AND 
2008/2009 SCHOOL YEAR. 345-
5821/OR rcrrentals.com
_____________________11/30
Lincolnwood Pinetree Apartments 
has Studio, 1,2, and 3 Bedroom 
apartments all very close to cam-
pus and Buzzard-Call 345-6000.
______________________12/3
FALL 2008- TWO 4 BR. 2 BATH 
HOUSES, NEWLY REMODELED, 
D/W, W/D, A/C, NO PETS, PARK-
ING-520-990-7723.
______________________12/3
FALL 2008- NEW RENTAL,  3 
BR. HOUSE, NEW APPLIANCES: 
D/W, MICROWAVE, A/C, NO 
PETS, 11-MONTH LEASE, CLOSE 
TO CAMPUS-520-990-7723.
______________________12/3
August 2008: 6 bedroom home, 
3 bath home on 10th Street. A/
C, Washer/Dryer, trash and yard 
service included. No pets. 345-
5037
______________________12/3
Fall ‘08: 5 bedroom, 2 bath home 
on 10th. Washer/Dryer. Recently 
remodeled. Trash and lawn care 
provided. No pets. $350/person/
month. 345-5037
______________________12/3
2-3 bedroom furnished apart-
ments one block from Panther 
Paw-Contact Jack @ 217-620-
6989.
_____________________12/10
FALL 2008, ACROSS FROM 
CAMPUS. Great for 3 or 4 peo-
ple. Check It Out! www.eiuapts.
com-345-2416.
______________________12/5
FALL 2008: 3/2 BR HOUSES; 2/1 
BR APARTMENTS. $250. 415 
HARRISON. 348-5032
______________________12/7
1-4 BD HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS IN MATTOON AND 
CHARLESTON. OVER 200 TO 
CHOOSE FROM! CALL SAND-
ERS & CO. 234-RENT WWW.
SANDERSANDCO.COM
_____________________12/10
1 bedroom Apt. available Jan 
2008.  $375 a month. 273-1395
_____________________12/10
FOR LEASE 08-09: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 BR 
HOUSES. CENTRAL A/C, W/D, 
DISHWASHERS, GREAT RATES. 
NO PETS. COMPLETE VIEWING 
AT bradleehomeimprovements.
com or 217-273-0675. LOCALLY 
OWNED, 24/7 MAINTENANCE. 
_____________________12/10
3 BR house on 2nd St. available 
Aug. 2008. Completely remod-
eled and very nice, appliances & 
W/D, oversized 2 car garage, and 
porch. Must See! 217-962-0137
_____________________12/10
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUS-
ES for 305 persons, unbeatable 
floor plan, 3 & 4 BR, deck, central 
air, washer, dryer, dishwasher, 2 
1/2 Baths. DSL ready. Trash and 
parking included, low utility bills, 
local responsive landlord. From 
$200/person. July 2008, lease 
length negotiable. 217-246-3083
_____________________12/10  –
1 bedrooms-1st Street 1/2 block 
from Lantz! New Const.-READY 
FOR SUMMER/FALL 08. Washer/
Dryer/Dishwasher and walk in 
closet. Perfect for single or cou-
ple. Free parking. www.gbadger-
rentals.com  217-345-9595
_____________________12/10
JAN 2008 Great Apartment, Great 
Location, Cheap Rent. 1120 Ed-
gar Dr. 345-6100
_____________________12/10
Next Fall - 1430 10th - 6 BR 
house with 2 kitchens, W/D, a/c, 
10 month lease, no pets. $265 
per bedroom. 348-0719
_____________________12/10
Next Fall - 313 Taylor - large 4 BR 
house, W/D, a/c, 10 month lease, 
no pets. $265 per bedroom. 348-
0719
_____________________12/10
Spring 08’ Female. Big Bedroom 
.1 mile north of campus. $280/
mo. But price negotiable. W/D, 
Parking, trash included, private 
entrance. Call 217-821-7086
_____________________12/10
HOUSE FOR RENT: 4 Bedrooms 
Available. Lots of space. $395/
month. Everything included. Call 
Ashley @ 217-415-4630.
_____________________12/10
Spring Semester 2008. Private 
bedroom in a nice 8 bedroom 
house 1 block from campus. 
$425/mo plus utilities. 217-251-
8363.
_____________________12/10
NICE 4 BEDROOM 2 BATH APT 
JUST WEST OF THE REC CENTER 
ON GRANT STREET, STACKED 
W/D, STOVE, FRIDGE, GAS, 
WATER, & TRASH INCLUD-
ED. $395 FURNISHED. FOR A 
VIEWING CALL 345-6210 OR 
EIPROPS.COM
______________________2/01
50” HIGH DEF TV W/SATELLITE 
PACKAGE!!! SIGN A 2 YEAR 
LEASE AT 2403 8TH STREET 
AND WE WILL FURNISH 100 
CHANNEL SATELLITE TV HIGH 
DEF PACKAGE AND A 50” 
HIGH DEF PLASMA/LCD T.V. 
PACKAGE INCLUDES TWIN 
DVR RECEIVER AND RECEIVER 
FOR EACH BEDROOM, ALSO 
INCLUDES FREE INTERNET, 
WATER, AND TRASH. $450.00/
PER PERSON, 345-6210 OR 
EIPROPS.COM
______________________2/01
5 BD/1.5 BATH HOUSE, 202 
W GRANT, SCREENED BACK 
PORCH, STOVE, FRIDGE, DISH-
WASHER, W/D, TRASH IN-
CLUDED. CALL 345-6210 OR 
EIPROPS.COM
______________________2/01
3 BR/2 BATH APT 2403 8TH, 
FURNISHED, W/D, DISHWASH-
ER, ELECTRIC, HEAT, WATER, 
CABLE, INTERNET & TRASH 
INCLUDED. CALL 345-6210 OR 
EIPROPS.COM
______________________2/01
NICE 4 BR APARTMENT WEST 
OF THE REC CENTER ON 
GRANT ST. W/D, DISHWASHER. 
ELECTRIC HEAT, AND WATER. 
FURNISHED, TRASH INCLUD-
ED. $450 - CALL 345-6210 OR 
EIPROPS.COM
_____________________02/01
NICE 2 BR DUPLEX WITH GA-
RAGE WEST OF THE REC ON 
GRANT ST. W/D, DISHWASH-
ER, AND FURNISHED. CALL 
345-6210 OR EIPROPS.com
_____________________02/01
PET FRIENDLY HOUSES, APTS & 
DUPLEXES. CHECK US OUT AT 
EIPROPS.COM OR CALL 345-
6210
______________________2/01
2 BD HOUSE AT 1708 11TH 
STREET W/BASEMENT, STOVE, 
FRIDGE, DISHWASHER, W/D, 
FREE TRASH, & FURNISHED. 
CALL 345-6210 OR EIPROPS.
COM
______________________2/01
NICE 2 BR APT. ON 9TH ST. W/
D, DISHWASHER, FURNISHED. 
$375 PER PERSON. CALL 345-
6210 OR EIPROPS.com
_____________________02/01
NICE 3 BR, 2 BATH APT. ON 
9TH. FURNISHED, WATER, CA-
BLE, INTERNET, ELECTRIC HEAT 
AND TRASH INCLUDED. $450 
PER PERSON. FOR A VIEWING 
CALL 345-6210 OR EIPROPS.
COM
_____________________02/01
AVAILABLE FOR SPRING SEMES-
TER 2008, NICE 2 BEDROOM 
DUPLEX W/GARAGE WEST OF 
THE REC ON GRANT STREET, 
W/D,DISHWASHER,STOVE & 
FRIDGE & FURNISHED. CALL 
345-6210 OR EIPROPS.COM
_____________________02/01
FURNISHED 3 BR HOUSE, CE-
RAMIC AND WOOD FLOORS, 
NICE PRIVATE YARD, OFF 
STREET PARKING, CLOSE TO 
CAMPUS. CALL 345-6210, 
EIPROPS.COM 
_____________________02/01
3 BD HOUSE, 1048 9TH STREET 
TWO STORY W/BASEMENT, 
STOVE, FRIDGE, DISHWASHER, 
W/D, NICE FRONT PORCH. 
CALL 345-6210 OR EIPROPS.
COM
_____________________02/01 
FOR ‘08/’09. 4 BEDROOM 
TOWNHOUSE AT BRITTANY 
RIDGE. 1 BEDROOM APART-
MENT AND EFFICIENCIES AT 959 
6TH ST. NO PETS. 345-3951.
_______________________ 00
Brittany Ridge Townhouses 3-4 
bedroom. $275 p/p refrigerator, 
stove, water, trash, central air. 
234-7368
_______________________ 00
Ladies as good as it gets! Forget 
about parking and permit cost. 5 
bedroom house, 1/2 block from 
campus - walk to class! Sign lease 
by December 11 & receive a 
$100 gift card. 345-5048
_______________________ 00
TROUBLED BY ALLERGIES?... 
ALL CERAMIC TILE UNITS 
AVAILABLE. CHECK US OUT AT 
WWW.EIPROPS.COM OR CALL 
345-6210 FOR SHOWING.
_______________________ 00
GIRLS... ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR A NICE, ROOMY, FUR-
NISHED 3 BR APARTMENT 
WITH LARGE CLOSETS, LOW 
RENT, LOW UTILITY BILLS FOR 
THE 08-09 SCHOOL YEAR? 10 
MONTH LEASE, NO PETS. 345-
3664.
_______________________ 00
TWO BEDROOM FURNISHED, 
CLEAN APARTMENT. TRASH 
AND WATER INCLUDED. AT 
1111 2ND ST., NEXT TO THE 
PARK. CALL 348-5427.
_______________________ 00
Newly Remodeled 2 BR w/ Loft, 
available for rent. On the Square, 
skylight, heat, water, and trash 
included. Asking 2 people, $325 
each. 512-0334
_______________________ 00
Private BR in nice 8 BR home. 1 
Block from EIU campus. Furn./
Unfurn. Male Roommates. $425/
mo. plus util. (217)-251-1593.
_______________________ 00
JANUARY LEASES. 1, 2, OR 3 
PEOPLE. GOOD LOCATIONS, 
NICE APARTMENTS. NO PETS. 
217-345-7286. WWW.JWIL-
LIAMSRENTALS.COM
_______________________ 00
FOR RENT: Single Apt., Charles-
ton Square, $350/MO. Includes 
gas, water, trash. Dave 345-2171 
(9AM-11AM)
_______________________ 00
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWN 
HOMES FOR RENT. 3 OR 4 
BR, 2 1/2 BATHS, TRASH AND 
PARKING INCLUDED, FOR 
$275/EACH. 348-5427
_______________________ 00
Brand New Driftwood Apt. for 
Rent! 2 BR, W/D included, priva-
cy deck. $550/MO, 1 year lease. 
276-4509
_______________________ 00
OLD MAIN IS IN THE BACK 
YARD: 4 BR 2 Bath Duplex at 
1520 9th St. $350/person. Stove, 
refrig., micro., dishwasher, W/D. 
Ph. 348-7746
_______________________ 00
OLD TOWNE APARTMENTS: 1, 
2, &, 3 BEDROOMS. CLOSE TO 
CAMPUS. 4 LOCATIONS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 345-6533
_______________________ 00
BLOCK NORTH OF OLD MAIN 
ON 6th STREET: New 1 & 3 BR 
apartments for rent Fall 2008. 
Central heat and A/C, laundry 
facility. Includes water allow-
ance, off street parking, trash, and 
lawn service. 348-8249, must see 
www.ppwrentals.com
_______________________ 00
New Four Bedroom Apartments. 
Extremely Close to Campus. 
Across from Lantz. Fully Fur-
nished. Call Today for Lowered 
Rates. Grantview Apartments. 
345-3353.
_______________________ 00
2 bedroom - Water, trash, DSL, 
with furnished leather furniture. 
254-8458 or 273-2048.
_______________________ 00
University Village. 4 bedroom 
houses $450/per person. All utili-
ties included. 345-1400
_______________________ 00
FALL ‘07 - ‘08. 1426 9TH ST. 3 
BEDROOM APARTMENTS. CEN-
TRAL AIR, DECK, OFF STREET 
PARKING. LEASE AND SECU-
RITY REQUIRED. NO PETS. 348-
8305.
_______________________ 00
FALL ‘08-’09; 1, 2 & 3 BR. APTS. 
WATER & TRASH INCLUDED. 
PLENTY OF OFF STREET  PARK-
ING. BUCHANAN ST. APTS. 
CALL 345-1266.
_______________________ 00
ROYAL HEIGHTS APTS. Show-
ing 3 BR/1.5 Bath units for Fall 
2008. Located behind Subway. 
Rates also available for Immedi-
ate/Spring leasing. 345-0936.
_______________________ 00
WHEN LOCATION MATTERS, 
come see PARK PLACE APTS. 
Showing for Fall 2008. Rooms 
still available for Immediate/
Spring leasing. 715 Grant, #101 
or 348-1479.
_______________________ 00
1, 2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Trash 
and parking included. Great lo-
cation. Call 217-345-2363. 
_______________________ 00
2 bedroom apartments close to 
campus. Quiet area. No pets. Call 
345-7008
_______________________ 00
NOW SHOWING FOR 08’-09! 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 BR APARTMENTS, 
DUPLEXES AND HOUSES. 
CONTACT US AT 345-6210 FOR 
YOUR ADVANCED SHOWING, 
OR VISIT US AT WWW.eiprops.
com
_______________________ 00
2008-2009 LADIES 2 AND 3 
BEDROOM FURNISHED APART-
MENTS. 1521 1ST STREET. 10 
MONTH LEASE. 345-5048
_______________________ 00
FALL ‘08 QUALITY/CONVE-
NIENCE.  2 & 3 bedroom apart-
ments. Washer & Dryer included. 
1-2 blocks from campus. (217)493-
7559. www.myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 00
FALL ‘08 GREAT LOCATIONS! 
Quality 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 bedroom 
houses. Washer & Dryer includ-
ed. (217)493-7559. www.myei-
uhome.com
_______________________ 00
Student Classified Rates
$.30 per word for the first day
$.10 per word for each additional consecutive day 
Non-student Classified Rates
$.50 per word for the first day
$.20 per word for each additional consecutive day
581-2812
9-4 M-F
Classified Advertising Rates
Monthly Online classified advertising 
available 
@ www.dennews.com
$10$10
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There are breaks here and there, 
however.
We don’t go 24-hours-a-day, 7-
days-a-week.
But we do enough to keep what 
we have outside of the season and we 
gain abilities during the season.
The workout styles of the two 
sports are different though.
During rugby we are hitting the 
weights hard and doing a good deal 
of reps.
During track we don’t have as 
many reps, but that is also because 
we use different muscles during dif-
ferent sports.
In rugby we need to be strong all 
around.
We need to gain as much muscle 
as possible to be strong.
The weight lifting for track is 
a little different because you don’t 
want to gain that much muscle, so 
you basically just want to maintain 
what you have.
Also, during rugby games you 
have spurts of sprints.
You will sprint for a few yards, 
then just run for a few yards, and 
you do this for 80 minutes.
In track, you run full speed for 
the entire distance you have to run 
or you run at your race pace.
During track you don’t run with 
a ball in your hands and you don’t 
have to worry about working on 
your footwork to get away from 
someone.
However, the endurance you get 
from rugby helps in the track work-
outs and the speed you get from 
track helps during a rugby game.
The two sports are intertwined 
in so many different ways that it 
feels like one whole season, with the 
exception of doing different events.
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get fuzzy | by darby conley 
pearls before swine | by stephan pastisDifferent sports’ workouts 
complement each other
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THIS IS THE PLACE! Locally owned 
apartments going quickly. Very clean, 
nice, furnished apartments. Available Fall 
2008: 4 BR apartment. By EIU police, 
security lighting, laundry on premises, 
parking and trash included. Leave msg., 
348-0673.
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
Fall/Spring 08-09’. Ninth street apart-
ments, 3-4 bedroom. Off street parking, 
trash paid, 11 month lease. Security de-
posit required. NO PETS. 348-8305
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
Fall/Spring 08-09’.751 Sixth Street, 1 and 
2 bedroom apartments. Water and trash 
paid, 11 month lease. Security deposit re-
quired. NO PETS. 348-8305
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
VILLAGE RENTALS: NOW RENTING 
FOR 2008-2009. 1 & 2 BR Apartments 
water included and laundry facility on 
site.  3&4 BR houses W/D included. Close 
to campus. 11 month lease. (217)345-
2516
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
Fall 2008: 2 Bedroom, Quiet area, 10 
month leases, $240 per person. 512-
9528
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
HOUSE FOR FALL 3-6 BEDROOMS. 
Good Loc. Good condition.  Laundry, No 
Pets. 345-7286  www.rentals@jwilliams-
rentals.com
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
Brand New Huge apts. for Fall 08. 1150 
sq ft.  Awesome location on 4th. 2 BR, 
2 BA, W/D, furnished.  Walk in closets, 
balconies, DSL/Water/trash included.  Fit-
ness center, Hot Tubs, Free Tanning and 
much more. (217) 962-0137 www.mel-
roseonfourth.com
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
4 Bedroom - 2 Bath or 3, 2 Bedroom 
Apartments, close to campus. Leather 
Furniture. 273-2048 , 235-0405.
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
For 08/09 Houses 5,4,3, Bedroom. W/
D, Air, Garbage included near Campus 
Great Prices. 345-6967
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
For 08/09 Apartments. Large 1 Bedroom 
and Studio. Half block to campus. Gar-
bage included 345-6967.
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
Close to campus. 3 bedroom house avail. 
2008-09. CA w/ heat pump. W/D. 10-12 
mo lease. $900/mo. New carpet.  549-
5402
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
Now renting for fall 2008. 1, 4, and 6 
bedroom. Within walking distance of 
Eastern. Call 345-2467.
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
GREAT STUDENT LIVING! 3 and 4 Bed-
room, 2 Bath luxury apts. Washers and 
Dryers in each unit. $335 each. www.
jbapartments.com  217-345-6100
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
Available Jan 1st 1 BR apartment. Water 
& trash included, off street parking, $385/
mo. Buchanon Street Apts. 345-1266
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
AVAILABLE NOW- 1 OR 2 BEDROOM 
DUPLEX, WATER AND TRASH INCLUD-
ED. $325/$560. CALL 217-512-0334
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
1 BEDROOM HOUSE across from Buz-
zard 1921 9th St. $550.00 mo www.jen-
senrentals.com 345-6100
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
4 BEDROOM HOUSE  very nice and 
clean, great backyard, w/d included 2019 
11th St. $335.00 ea. www.jensenrentals.
com 345-6100
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
Available Dec. or Jan. 6 month lease if 
needed. Studio apartment 1/2 block from 
campus. 345-6967.
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
SPRING SEMESTER ‘08.  6 month rentals 
available. (217)493-7559.
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
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Panthers  finish with fewer turnovers than ISU
The Panthers (0-7) were led by 
Sims, who had 17 points and six 
rebounds. Sims had nine turnovers.
“She turned it over a little too 
much, but we’ve got to work on 
that,” said Eastern head coach Brady 
Sallee said. “She had five offensive 
boards. She’s learning the system. 
She was trying to make plays. But 
turned the ball over way too much.” 
Eastern won the rebounding bat-
tle 39-32. The team also finished 
with less turnovers than ISU (22-
19). 
Sophomore guard Jessica Huff-
man added 20 points and three 
assists. 
The Panthers played without 
junior forward Rachel Galligan, who 
is out until the middle of December 
with a toe injury.  
They won the offensive rebound 
battle (18-7) and finished with 15 
second-chance points. 
Eastern kept its lead because of 
multiple turnovers by Indiana State. 
They scored 13 points off turnovers. 
Eastern only had 11 at the break.
Eastern had 29 rebounds in the 
first half, including 13 on the offen-
sive glass.
The 13 offensive rebounds led to 
11 second-chance points.
The Panthers led 33-30 at half-
time. It was the first time they had 
held a lead at the half all season.  
Canale and Sims led Eastern to 
a 10-5 lead. Sims and Canale both 
had a 3-pointer and field goals. Sims’ 
second 3-pointer was contested with 
a hand in her face.
“she was trying to make plays, but turned the ball over way too much.”
Brady Sallee, women’s head coach 
on  Dominique Sims
DENIES, FROM PAGE 1
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By Ross Meister
Staff Reporter
Improvement is on the minds of 
the Panthers’ swimming teams.
The men’s and women’s swim 
teams travel to Indianapolis to swim 
at the weekend series of the House of 
Champions meet today. All compet-
ing teams will meet at Indiana Uni-
versity-Purdue University Indianap-
olis (IUPUI).
The women’s team looks to add 
to their first-place finish at the Pan-
ther Invitational and the men look to 
improve their 2-4 record. The meet 
is held in a facility made famous 
by the champion players who have 
raced in it.
“(The meet) is at the IUPUI, 
which is one of the top schools in 
the country (for swimming), “said 
Eastern head coach Ray Padovan. 
“National meets and Olympic tri-
als have (raced) there, and it’s where 
champions have been. It’s a phenom-
enal facility.”
The teams that are participat-
ing in this meet include rival West-
ern Illinois, IUPUI, and Ball State. 
Many of these teams have already 
faced Eastern’s teams before. 
“We’ve lost to both IUPUI and 
Western before this year. We will 
need to step up and the whole team 
will need to do well and be competi-
tive against these teams,” said sopho-
more Laura Nilsen. “We also need to 
get good times after just getting back 
practicing after the break.”
“Our goals are to be able to place 
well and swim good times against 
these teams because a lot of them 
are teams that we will face at con-
ference,” said senior Matt Latham. 
“A lot of these teams are teams that 
we’ve beaten before, and consider-
ing a lot of teams will be there, there 
will be many points spread out more 
evenly.”
The team has not raced since their 
dual meet loss to Saint Louis on Nov. 
15. This meet will be the last meet 
before swimming at the Fort Lauder-
dale College Swim Forum and East 
and West meet on Dec. 27.
“It’s kind of getting back into the 
competition phase. It is almost like it 
is the end of the first season, we start 
in October and end in late February, 
so it is an important competition for 
us before we get into the second half 
of the season,” Padovan said.
“Laird is expected to do well, but 
surprisingly IUPUI has good div-
ers so he’s not expected to take first,” 
Latham said. “He has been practic-
ing new dives so hopefully that will 
score us some more points at the 
meet. Diving can offer you an edge 
if your divers perform well.”
The women’s team will call upon 
its regulars to do well in this meet. 
Sophomore Lauren Zillmer is expect-
ed to do well in the freestyle events; 
Nilsen in the backstroke events, and 
senior Patty Young in the breast-
stroke events. 
“Zillmer, Nilsen and Young have 
been most consistent for us this 
year,” Padovan said. “We also have 
several freshman who are coming 
along well, including Cody Showers, 
Matt Scaliatine, and Jayson Shine, 
so it is going to be interesting to see 
what times will (be recorded.)”
House of Champions 
vital in preparing for 
conference matches
Panthers look for turning point
ROBBIE WROBLEWSKI | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
freshman trevor thomas has competed in three 200-medley relays this season. the men’s team is currently 2-4 
and looks to improve on last years third place finish at the house of champions meet.
Park Place Apartments
on the corner of 7th & Grant
next to the Union
NOW SHOWING
FOR 2007
1, 2, 3 Bedroom Apartments
Remodeled Units
FREE Parking
Fully Furnished
Trash PAID
Contact Jennifer
348.1479
 l  t
Wh n location matters
on the corner of 7th & Grant 
next to the Union
Call for info or appo ntments
348.1479
1,2,3 Bedroom Apartments 
for Fall 2 08
Parking Included
Furnished
Air Conditioning
Models open
Rates available
for Spring 2008
$SIGNING BONUS$
Healthy
Holiday Cookies
Come bake with us!
Learn how to enjoy your
favorite holiday cookes the
healthy way!
Register @ 581-7786                 
Only 20 spots available!
December 3rd
      5pm
J-Boobies
Keepin’ 
it classy 
since 1986
From:
the Loveshack Girls
Check out dennews.com for all our 
classified ads
Men’s and woMen’s swiMMing | house of champions
By Kevin Murphy
Associate Sports Editor
Former Eastern safety Tristan 
Burge was released by the Green Bay 
Packers on Monday. 
Burge, had made the practice 
squad as a safety. 
Burge said he was released because 
he was not familiar with their defen-
sive system. He said Green Bay 
brought back another defensive play-
er who had been cut and had been 
with the team for the previous two 
years.
“I didn’t know any of the defen-
sive plays,” Burge said. 
He plans to stay in his apartment 
in Green Bay, Wis., until January. 
Burge, a Romeoville native, was 
signed to the Packers’ practice squad 
Oct. 22. 
Burge was first worried he had 
been a cut because of a lack of tal-
ent. 
But Green Bay representatives 
told him it wasn’t because of talent 
issues and that raised his spirits. The 
Green Bay representatives also told 
him they would like him back for 
next year’s practice squad.
Eastern defensive coordinator 
Roc Bellantoni said the process of 
getting into the NFL is tough.
“He lasted a few weeks,” Bellan-
toni said. “You never know.”
Injuries on the team could also 
help Burge get back to the practice 
squad. 
He said his agent is also trying to 
contact some other teams, but he’s 
sticking in Green Bay until then. 
“The good thing is he’s a got a 
foot in the door,” Bellantoni said. 
“All he needs is the right timing.”
He said he enjoyed his time while 
he was on the practice squad. 
“It was great,” Burge said. “I got 
to go against Brett Favre.”
He said he had a few intercep-
tions and broke up a few passes dur-
ing practices.
He would have meetings from 
6:30 to 9:45 a.m. and then he would 
practice to 12:30 p.m.
Burge would practice as the 
opposing safety and would be a part 
of the scout team defense.
He said he enjoyed his time in 
the city, especially on Sundays. 
“On Sunday, it seems like every-
thing shut down,” he said. “Their 
fans are so gung-ho.” 
Burge was invited to attend a 
Green Bay rookie training camp in 
early May with a chance of earning a 
free-agent contract.
The 6-foot, 214-pound strong 
safety was not offered a contract ini-
tially. 
Burge had 118 tackles in his 
senior season and was named first 
team Ohio Valley Conference and an 
All-American by four different pub-
lications. The last time an Eastern 
player signed with an NFL team was 
during the summer of 2006, when 
center Pascal Matla signed with the 
New Orleans Saints.
Burge released from the Packers
nfl | news
Cut due to defensive 
unfamiliarity, not 
physical talent
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ALL ACCESS WITH... JOE LAIRD
What got you interested in 
swimming and diving?
I started diving in my junior year 
of high school, and it was because I 
was in soccer to begin with, and div-
ing was filling up another sports sec-
tion in my high school, so I could 
fulfill a credit, and also both of my 
parents were divers. That helped out 
a bunch.
Were your parents excited 
when you started diving?
Yeah, they were my coaches. We 
didn’t really have a diving program 
at my high school until my par-
ents started stepping up and start-
ed coaching. They basically built the 
program at Danville High School, 
the high school I went to, from floor 
up. We didn’t have a diver at Dan-
ville for 10 years until I showed up 
and so we started from scratch and 
built the program. It was pretty 
exciting.
What sort of anticipation 
do you have before a dive?
Umm, it depends on if it’s new. 
Sometimes my parents come up 
and say, ‘let’s try this dive.’ Some-
times that’s scary in mid-air. Oth-
er times it’s dives I’ve been doing for 
a while, or pretty much know where 
I’m at in mid-air. You really try not 
to think about what can possibly be 
going wrong with the dive. You just 
concentrate on ‘I’m going to hit the 
water correctly and not hit it incor-
rectly.’
What is your personal 
favorite dive to perform?
My favorite dive is full-twisting 
two and half tuck. I change posi-
tion in mid-air, it’s really cool to 
watch and a crowd favorite would 
have to be double-twister, which is 
four and one-half twists, somersaults 
and two twists and that’s off the 3-
meter. Those are pretty much the 
best dives.
How is your relationship 
with coach Ray Padovan?
Ray’s like my dad. He gives you 
encouragement when you need it. 
He’s always there if you need help 
and he’s kind of like everyone’s dad. 
He takes care of everyone and makes 
sure everybody is there. He always 
has words of encouragement.
How do the divers and 
swimmers interact?
We encourage them when they 
start swimming, then we watch out 
for them when we’re diving so we 
don’t hit them and we hang out at 
parties. That’s pretty much it. We 
support each other when we are in 
diving events and swimming events. 
We’re behind each other all the way, 
I consider us a family. We pretty 
much know what’s going on with 
each other. Some of us are closer 
than others, but we all know each 
other.
What’s it like when there is 
no opposing diving team? 
Well, from the outside looking 
in, it probably looks like, ‘Oh, you’re 
diving against no one, it makes the 
diving easier.’ In some cases, it does. 
Some of the pressure is relieved. In 
the perspective of the diver, it’s actu-
ally a lot harder. I have no one to 
dive against, so I’m just out there 
diving. It’s a lot easier to dive against 
somebody, because it’s like ‘they hit 
this dive and now I have to hit my 
dive.’ Everything is a little more 
tighter and more competitive where 
as to when I’m just diving by myself 
and like, ‘hey, I’m diving.’
How often do you find 
yourself with free time?
Uh, how about never? Usual-
ly, I’m either doing studies for my 
graduate study, my bachelor’s degree 
is coming up soon. I have practice 
and if I’m not practicing, I’m work-
ing on people’s computers who are 
having problems. And I’m usual-
ly in the library or my room study-
ing. Every once and a while, I get to 
catch a movie. My free time is not 
very often.
Where do you see yourself 
in five to 10 years?
Well, I’m applying to grad school 
and hoping to get into that and 
doing microbiology and cell func-
tional biology’s. So, I’m going to 
get a doctorate. First, I’m going 
to get my  master’s and then I’m 
going to try to go to vet school. So 
in five years, I’m still going to be in 
school. Hopefully, I’ll be on my way 
to becoming a doctor of some kind. 
That’s the plan. 
Have you started Christmas 
shopping, or putting it off?
Black Friday was my shopping 
day. I’ll still be picking up some lit-
tle stuff on the Internet, but pretty 
much all my shopping is done.
You said you liked movies, 
what’s your favorite genre?
Action movies. ‘Live Free or Die 
Hard’ is the next one I’m going to 
see on my list. All the ‘Pirates of the 
Caribbean’ I’ve seen; they were all 
pretty good to me. That’s about it. 
Oh, and Disney movies. That’s for 
the girlfriend, she’s into Disney mov-
ies. Actually, I’ve gotten into some of 
them, but not many.
So, are you currently dating 
someone on campus?
Yes, I’ve been dating my girlfriend 
for seven years…I think. She’s my 
high school sweetheart. 
Is she used to your busy, 
hectic schedule?
Oh yeah. She actually helps me 
plan it most of the time. I have a 
digital planner on the Internet and 
write stuff down in the planner and 
she keeps me on track. So, she’s used 
to it.
How would you describe 
your childhood?
Childhood was fun. I had some 
rough spots, I had some not-so-
rough spots, but I got through them 
just like everyone else. I was into 
sports. I did baseball and soccer. 
I was big into soccer. I came here 
and tried out for soccer and it didn’t 
go so well. But I joined the diving 
squad and did all that. But child-
hood was normal, just like everyone 
else’s.
Are there any opponents 
you want to face again?
Yeah, Western’s divers. I get to 
face them again. My last meet I was 
at, they edged me out by two points 
on 1-Meter and four points on the 
3-Meter, which I usually average 50 
points a dive. So two and four points 
is not much at all. So, I’m excited 
about going against them again.
Can you describe the rival-
ry with Western Illinois?
I’m driven against Western 
because they’re right at my skill lev-
el. Which is interesting because they 
have belts and trampolines and a 
separate diving tank and a full time 
coach. And I have a 1-meter, 3-
meter and a TiVo, so if I could beat 
someone who has all the perks and 
equipment of diving, then I’ve made 
something of myself.
Does that speak volumes 
for how well you do then?
Yes, that’s kind of our driv-
ing force. With some of the oth-
er schools, they’re like, ‘we’re driven 
by our coaches.’ But here, we’re like, 
‘we don’t have coaches, and we can 
still compete with you guys.’ That’s a 
good fuel and I drive off of that.
How hard is it to stay fit in 
the off-season?
In the off-season, (which is) the 
summer, because our season goes 
from August to February. It’s pret-
ty much all of school. We only take 
a few months off. During the sum-
mer, I spend a lot of my time at the 
pool as assistant manager at one of 
my hometown pools, so I spend a 
lot of time at the boards. We do a lot 
of running and lifting. But with div-
ers, you can’t really bulk up , because 
if you bulk up, that is a lot of mass 
to be moving in mid-air. I had a lot 
of trouble with that my junior year. I 
gained 30 pounds and grew 2 inches 
and I couldn’t jump off the board. It 
was really bad. But now that I have 
a set program and I’m comfortable 
with my weight, now I just have to 
maintain it, so I don’t have to do 
body building, I just have to stay in 
shape.
If you had to change your 
career, what would you do?
I’d be a coach, if I couldn’t com-
pete. Those who can’t do, teach, 
right? I help out, I like coaching. 
I’d say coaching. If a coaching job 
opened up and they asked me to 
coach soccer or diving or be a horse 
trainer, my sister. If my career was 
too hectic, then no, I wouldn’t take 
it if it compromised my career. But 
if I could balance it, then yeah, I’d 
do it.
Do you have any close 
friends on the team?
I have two of them. I went to 
school with both (Thomas and 
Cody) Showers boys. 
ERIC HILTNER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
senior diver Joe laird swept the men’s 1-meter and 3-meter diving events at st. louis University on nov. 15. laird said despite not making the east-
ern soccer team, he had fun playing intramural sports and it eventually led him to improving in diving.
On relationship advice...
» write it down. if it’s written down, you won’t 
forget it. that’s how i do it.
On the importance of family tradition...
» family is heart and soul. i love my family and 
i’d put them above everything else.
On lack of free time...
» i’ve grown up with it that way. my freshman 
year here, i had a bunch of free time, but all 
freshman do. and then i started getting into my 
studies and other stuff and i turned into one of 
those people who is always looking at books or 
studying journal articles or doing that stuff. so it 
doesn’t really bother me, because i haven’t had 
much free time.
On his favorite sport, outside of diving..
» soccer, definitely. 
On his favorite soccer team...
» manchester United all the way. that’s who i 
(root)  go for.
QUICK HITS
Joe Laird is the only 
diver on the men’s 
swimming team.  
But the senior from 
Danville has had a 
successful season so 
far this year. Laird sat 
down with Sports 
Editor Adam Tedder to 
talk about the trouble 
of bulking up, starting 
a diving program 
and his aspirations to 
become a doctor. And 
on how well he has 
performed this season, 
including his sweep 
of the 1-meter and 3-
meter leaps against the 
Saint Louis Billikens.
Senior swimmer with no time to spare
Panthers look to 
control the ball final in 
final non-conference 
season tournament
By Dan Cusack
Staff Reporter
Taking care of the ball.
That’s what Gino Myers-Kyles 
thinks will fix the men’s basketball 
teams early season problems.
“We have to rebound the ball, 
take care of the ball and defend the 
ball,” said the senior guard. “If we do 
those three things well, we will be a 
great team.”
The Panthers (1-4) will look for a 
first round win in the Iowa Hawkeye 
Classic in Iowa City, Iowa, against 
the Rice Owls (0-4).
If the Panthers defeat Rice in the 
first round, they will play the winner 
of Iowa and Louisiana-Monroe.
Senior center Jake Byrne said 
there’s a great deal of pressure on the 
Panthers and they need to come out 
and win this first game of the tour-
nament to get momentum for OVC 
play.
“Both teams are coming in need-
ing to show who they are,” Byrne 
said. “We are in a good position. 
This is a winnable game. There is a 
lot of pressure on us going into the 
Ohio Valley and we must win this 
first game in the tournament. We 
are improving and we want to make 
a statement that we are a force to be 
reckoned with.”
Byrne said no matter the style 
Rice plays, Eastern has to play its 
game.
“Regardless of how they want to 
play, we have to play to our style and 
strengths,” Byrne said.
Rice is coming off a loss to Arkan-
sas-Little Rock in which they surren-
dered the lead late in the second half. 
The Trojans scored seven unanswered 
points in the last 4 minutes and 21 
seconds of regulation.
Eastern will look to shut down 
Owls senior forward Paulius Pack-
evicius, who leads the team in both 
points (13.5 points per game) and 
rebounds (9.8) this season.
Eastern is coming off a loss to 
Wisconsin-Green Bay where they 
were out rebounded 33-25 and were 
outscored 12-0 in second chance 
points.
“We have to go out and clean a 
few things up from the last game,” 
Byrne said. “We have to go over that 
and we should be all right.”
This will be the first meeting 
between the two programs and East-
ern is 2-2 all time against current 
Conference USA teams.
The Panthers are 0-3 all-time in 
Iowa City.
The game will be broadcast on 
88.9 with tip-off schedule for 5:45 
p.m.
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diving for success
Sports Editor Adam Tedder talked with senior diver Joe Laird about the trouble of 
bulking up, being a coach, and his aspirations of becoming a doctor.
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JakE ByRnE STaTS
• 25 points
• 1 steal
• 4 games played, started  
“we are in a good position. 
This is a 
winnable game. 
There is a lot of 
pressure on us 
going into the 
Ohio Valley and 
we must win this 
first game in the 
tournament.”
Jake Byrne,  senior center
on  importance of weekend 
tournament
MoLLY cLuTTer
No end 
in sight 
for season
There is one thing I have real-
ized during my years of playing 
sports and that is the rugby sea-
son never ends.
Right now, we are having our 
end-of-the-year meetings with 
head coach Frank Graziano and 
our banquet is coming up next 
week. That is usually the last time 
we are all together in the same 
place at the same time.
It feels like the season is final-
ly ending.
However, the 2008 season is 
just beginning.
While juniors Samantha Man-
to, Crystal Jones and myself are 
off to track practice and sopho-
more Stephanie Militello is off 
to softball, the remaining rugby 
girls are starting to train for the 
2008 season.
They are still lifting and run-
ning and staying in shape.
When the spring semester 
comes around they are limited on 
the times they can meet, but they 
use all the time they can to get 
together and practice drills.
They also spend their own 
time staying in shape by working 
out and running.
That is one of the reasons why 
I love running track.
I get to compete and be part 
of a team as well as stay in shape 
for rugby.
The same goes for rugby sea-
son, too.
When I’m training for rugby 
it keeps me in shape for track.
The whole year never ends, no 
matter what we do.
Even in the summer, we are 
working out and training to 
make our mile time for the fall.
mEn’S BaSkETBall | HawkEyE ClaSSIC
Taking care of business, ball
wOmEn’S BaSkETBall | INDIANA STATE 85, EASTERN 76
Philips’ performance denies 
Panthers a home victory
Panthers return home for first 
time in four games
By kevin murphy
Associate Sports Editor
Eastern tried to guard Indiana State’s soph-
omore guard Kesley Luna and limit the touch-
es of senior forward Laura Rudolphia. 
It worked. They combined for 11 points.
But then the Panthers couldn’t contain ISU 
senior guard Angela Philips. 
The 5-foot-5 Kentucky transfer scored 
33 points to lead ISU past Eastern 85-76 on 
Thursday at Lantz Arena. Her back-to-back 
3-pointers gave the Sycamores (4-1) the lead 
with 13 minutes, 14 seconds remaining.
She tied the game at 44 with a 3-pointer 
with 13:51 remaining in the second half. 
Indiana State finished 10-of-35 from 
beyond the arc.
ISU junior guard Leah Philips also buried 
a 3-pointer to extend her team’s lead to 68-59 
with 4:57 remaining in the second half.
“Our game plan was take Luna out of the 
game and limit Rudolfi’s touches,” said Eastern 
head women’s basketball coach Brady Sallee. 
“(Angela) played a senior guard trying to go 
out on top. We didn’t really have an answer for 
her. We kind of picked our poison. We tried 
to take two kids out of it and see if some other 
kids could beat us.”
Phillips finished with 11 points in the first 
half. And had only two 3-pointers in the first 
half.
“She’s great,” said sophomore guard Dom-
inique Sims.  “She’s a senior. She’s stepped up 
when she needed to. Players make plays. She 
did that.”
AMIR PRELLBERG | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Sophomore forward Justin Brock goes up for a shot against Loyola of 
Chicago on Nov. 13 at Lantz Arena.
sporTs scheduLe
WOMEn’s bAsKETbALL
Saturday vs. Loyola of Chicago |
7 p.m., Lantz Arena
MEn’s And WOMEn’s sWiMMing
Today at House of Champions |
All day, indianapolis
MEn’s bAsKETbALL
Today vs. Rice |
5:45 p.m., iowa City, iowa
KAROLINA STRACK | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Junior guard Ellen Canale drives the ball against an 
Indiana State player Thursday night at Lantz Arena.
MEn’s bAsKETbALL
Saturday vs. Rice |
5:45 p.m. or 8:05 p.m., iowa City, iowa
MEn’s And WOMEn’s sWiMMing
Saturday at House of  Champions| 
All day, indianapolis
See denieS, Page 9
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By Sam Sottosanto
Verge Reporter
Ingredients: One unique student-written 
play. One student director, with experience. 
Stir in a few talented student actors and 
actresses here and there. Mix well.
Multiply this recipe by two, and you get 
the Student Directed One Act Plays to be 
performed at 7 tonight and Saturday and 
Sunday at 2 p.m. at the Village Theatre.
These two original performances are “The 
Murderest Mystery of Them All,” written by 
Garin T. Jones and “Cast Spell,” written by 
Geralyn Horton.
Bailey Murphy, a senior English and 
theater arts major, is the director of Jones’ 
play, “The Murderest Mystery of Them All.”
Jones, who graduated from Eastern last 
year, found out his play was chosen at the 
end of last year.
“Writing is a pretty big hobby of mine,” 
he said. “I write mostly scripts for my own 
amusement.”
Jones said his play is about four initial 
strangers, who meet upon arriving at an old 
house.
“This play is entirely based on making fun 
of the other murder mysteries,” he said.
He went on to say that his play is similar 
to a Gravitron ride at an amusement park. 
“(Just) because you’re stuck to the wall, 
the kid next to you just puked all over 
himself, there’s awful ‘90s music playing so 
loud that your brain is crying and the guy 
in the center keeps yelling at you to scream 
louder,” Jones said.
Sophomore theater arts major Caitlin 
Carroll plays a flirtatious housewife in Jones’ 
play. Carroll said although her character is 
strong and likes to take control, she also has 
an annoying side.
Brian Aycock, senior theater arts major, 
also has a part in this play. 
“I play Lucius, a cocky writer trying to 
write a murder mystery to end all murder 
mysteries,” he said.
Aycock said the play has not given him 
much stress because he enjoys the storyline 
and working with the people involved.
“When this play is over, I’m really going 
to miss the cast,” Aycock said. “This is a 
cast of people I know really well and like 
working with, and it’s not often you get 
the opportunity to work with a cast and a 
director that you really like.”
Carroll agrees. This is her first show at 
Eastern. The main reason she enjoys acting 
in this play is because her best friend is in 
the cast.
“We run lines together and it just gives 
us more time to spend with each other.” she 
said. 
“Cast Spell,” directed by Abigail Carter, a 
senior theater arts major, is just as unique as 
“The Murderest Mystery of Them All.” 
It is about a group of actors who received 
bad reviews on their performance.
Erin Drone, a sophomore early childhood 
education major, plays Paula, the stage 
manager.
Drone said after the disappointing 
reviews, the actors and actresses start talking 
about freaky things that have occurred in 
their lives, and the plot intensifies when 
spooky things actually start to happen.
“It’s a high-intensity drama,” Drone said. 
“However, our director has put in several 
comedic lines and actions that help break up 
the drama, and I really think the audience 
will enjoy the humor.”
Caitlin Bieda, freshmen theater arts 
major, plays Becky, the mother of character, 
Mickey. 
Bieda has learned a lot of new things by 
acting in this play.
“I have learned to work in different 
settings and a different time frame. I have 
(also) learned about palmistry,” she said. 
“But most of all, I have learned to have 
complete respect for my director, regardless 
of (her) age.”
Carter said she has had to make sacrifices, 
such as not auditioning for the fall semester 
plays, because she is a director for the One 
Acts. On the contrary, she said directing is 
one of the most interesting positions she’s 
had.
Lara Black, senior theater arts major, plays 
Verna, a control freak with a superiority 
complex, who has to scare the actors 
multiple times throughout the play.
“I find it difficult to be around those 
kinds of people,” Black said. “I don’t think 
I would actually want to be like Verna or 
know her at all.”
Students can purchase tickets by calling 
the Village Theatre. Admission is $5 for 
students, $10 for adults and senior citizens 
and $8 for faculty and staff.
By Stacy Smith
Senior Verge Reporter
Linda Levingston started volunteering at the Light Works 
in Mattoon’s Peterson Park eight years ago with a community 
service organization called the Iverson A. Lumpkin Pioneer 
Club.
She, along with her sister, volunteers her time with the 
community by wishing people a “Merry Christmas” and 
handing out candy canes at the end of the displays.
“The number one thing I enjoy is spending time with my 
sister, but I also enjoy seeing the people come through and 
being able to bring a smile to their faces,” Levingston said. “I 
recommend people to go because it’s beautiful.”
Levingston continued to say, it’s a way for the town 
to acknowledge the holiday and share it with the people 
around.
This is the 16th annual light display in Peterson Park. It 
began on Nov. 16 and will end Dec. 26. The event has grown 
over the years to what it has become today with the help of 
nearby residents. 
A path of candy canes and lights guide vehicles through 
the display between numerous light displays that include 
“The 12 days of Christmas” sponsored by West & Company 
LLC Certified Public Accountants and Consultants and the 
Howell Asphalt Co. Paving Inc.  
The individual light displays are sponsored by local 
businesses in exchange to receive an advertisement that is 
placed in front of the displays, said Carolyn Gose, tourism 
secretary of Mattoon.
For instance, Thrivent Financial of Lutherans financial 
associates helped sponsor “The Reason for the Season” 
display of baby Jesus being held by an angel.
About 150 service groups and volunteers have worked 
within the five-week period. Gose said she thinks the light 
works is a way for families to spend time together.
“There are some very nice displays and the kids enjoy it,” 
she said.
At the end, people are greeted and given a candy cane by 
service groups and volunteers.
Tourism coordinator of Mattoon, Angelia Burgett, 
remembers taking her family to see the show in the past.
This is her second year coordinating the light works.
Several people who are in town for other reasons 
come through to see the displays. The average traffic is 
approximately 1,200 vehicles that drive through, Burgett 
said.
“When it gets closer to Christmas, there’s a heavier 
crowd,” she said.
The donations collected go to maintaining the displays 
and purchasing new animations. Burgett said there are three 
things that make the Light Works special.
“It’s a combination of factors,” she said. “Without the 
volunteers, it would be difficult to put the display on. 
Without the sponsors, we wouldn’t be able to make it 
financially possible, and the Central Illinois folks anticipate 
it.”
Holiday lights brighten Peterson Park
Directing plays falls in the hands of students
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A large Frosty the Snowman slides across Peterson Park in Mattoon at the annual Light Works.  Visitors to the park drive along a guided path to see the various light displays. 
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Castmembers from “The Murderest Mystery of Them All,” written by Eastern graduate Garin T. 
Jones, perform during dress rehearsal Wednesday evening at the Village Theatre.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF PINK FLOOD AND THE MAGENTA TIDE
Pink Flood and the Magenta Tide is a eight-person band. The band works together to keep its music and 
performances “funky and fun.”
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by e-mail at denverge@gmail.com  
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Ludacris has joined other musicians in producing holiday songs – his is titled, 
“Ludacrismas.” Who will be next?  
“Stronger”  
Kanye West
“Good Life” 
Kanye West
“This Christmas”  
Chris Brown
“Stand” 
Donnie McClurkin
“Jesus Be A Fence”  
Fred Hammond
playlist
Otis Seawood
Junior family and 
consumer sciences 
major 
The Verge: Who is your 
favorite artist and why?
Seawood: Fred Hammond is 
because he talks about how 
God is protecting throughout 
life. He is a fence that protects 
us all day, every day. 
By Chris Gajda
Verge Reporter
It’s not every day you hear about an eight-person 
band.
Pink Flood and the Magenta Tide is just this, but 
none of the eight members know exactly what the 
band’s name means. 
“Dustin (Steinman) prophesized 
years ago of an all-star funk band 
with the name of Pink Flood and 
the Magenta Tide. It finally came 
about, but the rest of us still don’t 
know what it means,” the band said. 
Steinman plays bass and trumpet 
for the band and serves as the band’s 
vocalist. Pink Flood and the Magenta Tide will be 
performing at 9 tonight at Mac’s Uptowner.
Other members of the band are Jeff Tennyson 
(drums), Jessica Bahl (rhythm guitar, aux. percussion, 
vocals), Alayna Steinman (alto saxophone, aux. 
percussion, vocals), Anna King (trombone, aux. 
percussion, vocals), Blind Dr. Bus (lead guitar, vocals), 
Tiffany Taylor (alto saxophone) and Brother Jim 
Moore (trombone, keyboard).
“We liked the idea of having a powerfully full 
sound, and definitely wanted a horn section,” 
members of the band said. 
Because the eight musicians’ ages range between 25 
and 31, there are occasional differences in opinion.
“Sure, with eight different opinions, anyone would 
come across a few creative differences,” the band said. 
“But in the end, nobody loses any sleep over any small 
issues. The totality of what we do is far too important 
to all of us to let anything get in the way.”
But no matter what the band’s conflicts are, they 
always try “to keep it funky and fun.”
“Initially, we were just having some fun with it,” 
band members said. “Ultimately, we wanted to do 
something terrifically different from the norm.”
The way the band gets its sound is by working at 
it, coming up with hits and misses and constantly 
evolving.
Pink Flood and the Magenta Tide has been 
together for two years and its members have all been 
playing music for the majority of their lives.
“We are all friends outside of the band and there is 
a great camaraderie within it. If we see each other at 
Wal-Mart, we’ll usually say hi,” the band said.
With its many members, an array of influences is 
saturated within the band. They include The Meters, 
Frank Zappa, Bootsy Collins, Galactic, The Band, 
Herb Alpert and The Kashmere Stage Band.
The band travels often — at least once per week 
 — and has played with other bands from the area. 
They have played at Hanger 9 in Carbondale, Pops in 
St. Louis and other venues in the Midwest.
“We really don’t have too many road-related issues 
come up,” the band said. “We just go, play and have a 
good time.”
Pink Flood and the Magenta Tide loves performing 
for its fans when on the road.
“We like to see the crowds smiling and dancing and 
singing along,” the band said. “It’s awesome to have a 
job that’s main goal is to make people happy.”
Pink Flood and the Magenta Tide have much 
bigger plans in store, down the road, such as “World 
domination!”
“And if we get extra time,” the band said, 
“extending our touring range, making records, turning 
more folks on to different kinds of music, reality show, 
etc.”
Magenta Tide floods Charleston
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By Sarah Jean Bresnahan
Verge Reporter
Phil Skaff said that the key to balancing 
your life is to love what you do.
Skaff, also known as Flaw Vic, is not only 
a student at Eastern, but also an emerging 
hip-hop artist and the owner of a record 
label, Better Cheddar Records Inc.  
Flaw Vic, a junior communications 
major, adopted his name while doing a free-
form rap after an underground hip-hop show 
at the Metro in Chicago.
“I jumped into one of the several free-
form rap circles outside the venue and began 
to spit,” he said. “When I finished rapping, 
a guy in the circle stopped the flow and said 
‘Flawless Victory,’ and it stuck.”
For any student, it can be difficult to 
balance school and a job.
“If you don’t love what you have to do 
20 hours a day like I do, then there is no 
hope of balancing it with another major 
undertaking like school,” Flaw Vic said. 
“Luckily, I love making music, so it is not a 
problem for me.”
Flaw Vic became interested in the hip-
hop culture as a kid growing up in Chicago. 
“Often times, people hung around 
and rapped, and being at the park and 
participating in rap circles, I discovered how 
music brings people together,” he said. “It 
was a big influence in my life, and I fell in 
love with it immediately.”
His influences include Notorious B.I.G., 
N.W.A, Kanye West, Eminem, Snoop Dogg, 
Ludacris, Cypress Hill, Run-D.M.C., The 
Roots, Bob Marley, James Brown, Stevie 
Wonder, Marvin Gaye and Pink Floyd.
Instead of putting out his album with 
another label, Flaw Vic will be producing 
and selling his own.
“I knew if I signed with another 
company, they would alter my music and 
it might lose the feeling, power and ability 
to unify people, like the rap circles of my 
youth,” he said. “Thus, Better Cheddar 
Records was born.”
Better Cheddar Records Inc. has three 
artists in its repertoire; Flaw Vic is the 
CEO and producer, Josh Goodwin is 
the operations executive and Andy “AP” 
Phillippe is a producer. 
“We are currently looking at several local 
artists in Chicago and Champaign and we 
are always open to new, talented people to 
inquire,” Flaw Vic said.
Growing up in a city is Flaw Vic’s main 
inspiration for lyrics.
“My lyrics are all over the place because 
I draw them from my own life experiences,” 
he said. “Sometimes I feel like rapping 
poetically about love. Other times, I feel like 
rapping about the grimy underbelly of the 
city.”
So far, Flaw Vic has performed at house 
parties and private events.  He has rapped at 
the Winnetka Community Center, in front 
of crowds ranging from 20 to 250 people. 
“In the future, I would like to perform at 
big venues such as the House of Blues,” he 
said.
Listeners can find three songs, “Is It 
On,” “Got Yo’ Money” and “How We Do,” 
featuring Quandra, off his debut album, 
“City Speaks,” on his MySpace page.
The album has nine tracks. It is available 
on his Web site, www.bettercheddarrecords.
com and also in music stores. Phillippe 
produced it and Mark Rubel of POGO 
Studios engineered it.
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By Sarah Jean Bresnahan 
Verge Reporter
The key to a successful date?  
Never use a dating book.
Victorya Michaels Rogers 
apparently didn’t get the memo 
when she wrote “The Automatic 
2nd Date,” a guide for women on 
how to act on the first date in order 
to secure a second. The book goes 
through all the details, including 
what to wear, how to do your 
makeup and what questions to ask. 
Sprinkled into the how-tos are 
little scenarios from the author’s 
personal dating experiences. These 
stories almost always include a tale 
of a date with some un-named 
celebrity and a function, like the 
MTV Video Music Awards.
In the book’s eight-page 
introduction, Rogers writes, 
“During my single years, I spent 
a decade as a Hollywood agent. 
During this time, a rock star, a 
movie star, a gospel singer, a navy 
pilot, a doctor, a salesman, an 
accountant, a fireman, a police 
officer, a preacher and an athlete 
pursued me before I finally caught 
my ‘Mr. Wonderful.’ In fact, 
during one eight-month period, I 
went out with more than 100 blind 
dates and setups, 98 percent asking 
me for a second date.”
Given the amount of dates 
Rogers went on before writing the 
book, one might think that she 
would have a little more advice 
than to simply “look pretty and 
pretend to have confidence,” as she 
suggests over and over again.
I decided to put the book to the 
test and go on an actual date, using 
the Rogers’ advice.
Before the date 
started, I picked 
out what to wear, 
as any woman 
does. Rogers 
suggests picking 
clothes that “complement 
rather than contradict your values 
(because) you’ll attract men you are 
proud to attract, rather than get 
drooled on by men you should be 
running from.”
I chose to wear one of my 
favorite band T-shirts, jeans and 
a black bandana. This made 
me feel confident because I was 
comfortable and could focus more 
on the date than worrying about 
my clothes.
Rogers suggests many places to 
find a man to date, including the 
workplace. I would suggest looking 
in other places like the dining 
hall, class, the Student Recreation 
Center or just around campus. 
I found the guy I went on a date 
with in one of my classes. We hung 
out previously and had a good 
time, and when he suggested that 
we get together during the week, I 
accepted the invitation.
Rogers has an entire chapter 
devoted to the initial conversation. 
In the chapter, she says that if you 
are confused if he is asking you out 
for a casual group hangout or an 
actual date, you should just come 
out and say, “Are you asking me on 
a date?”
Never, say those words. Instead, 
say something clever like, 
“Alright, it’s a date!”
The book says that if 
it is a Thursday or Friday 
when he’s asking you on 
a date for the weekend, 
you should always decline. I 
disagree. What if he was too 
busy to call you? What if he 
wanted to ask you in person 
but didn’t see you until that day? 
I say; if the guy seems genuine 
and isn’t asking you last minute 
because he can’t find anyone else, 
go for it.
Rogers says that on the first 
date, you are like a reporter and a 
psychologist, asking questions and 
analyzing the results. You should 
ask questions, but never make it 
sound like an interrogation. 
Questions Rogers suggested to 
ask were “When did you get your 
first cell phone?” “What breaks 
your heart?” and “What was your 
favorite Christmas surprise?”
Some things I said on the date 
were more casual. For example, 
we were watching a movie, and I 
asked him if he knew the name of 
the actor. 
Other advice Rogers gives is 
that you should decide before the 
date if you are going to kiss the 
guy, but I say live in the moment.
Also, Rogers says that if he 
doesn’t call, don’t stress out. This is 
one of the only things I can agree 
with her on. Maybe he wasn’t right 
for you. Maybe the chemistry just 
wasn’t there. Maybe he’s a jerk.
When all is said and done 
though, you need to realize that a 
guy isn’t going to date you because 
of what you wear, how you did 
your makeup or what you talk 
about. A guy is going to date you 
because he picked you out of a 
crowd, and there was something 
about you that caught his eye. 
Granted I did get asked to go 
on a second date, I don’t think it 
was because of Rogers suggestions. 
So girls, don’t look to a book 
for tips on how to date.  And boys, 
don’t date a girl who needs a book 
to teach her how to date.  
Dating book not key to getting a second date
Rapper balances school, record label
PHOTO COURTESY OF PHIL SKAFF
Phil Skaff, also known as Flaw Vic, attends Eastern, but also raps on the side and has his own 
record label, Better Cheddar Records Inc. 
The AuTomATic 2nd 
dATe
• Author: Victorya Michaels 
Rogers
• Published: Oct. 16
• Publisher: Howard 
Books
Junior Phil Skaff, who has 
rapped for up to 250 people,  
produced his own rap album 
hotspots
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By Sarah Jean Bresnahan 
Verge Reporter
This holiday season will kick off with a 
special gift from the department of music 
— the first ever Holiday Collage Concert.
“This is the first concert of its kind at 
Eastern,” said Milton Allen, director of 
bands and instrumental division director.
The performance will be at 4 p.m. 
Sunday in McAfee’s South Gym and will 
not be a typical one. 
Instead of breaks between songs for 
applause, each performance will transition 
into the next. 
This means that the music will be non-
stop, and there will be no applause until 
the end of the concert.
“Each performance transitions into 
the next one, weaving a nonstop musical 
tapestry and from different locations in the 
performance venue,” Allen said. “In fact, 
the audience will be participating at points, 
too.”
The musical selections are taken from 
traditional holiday music, as well as 
classical and popular songs.
“This concert brings together all 
performance areas and major ensembles 
of the department of music in a single 
performance setting,” Allen said.
The concert will showcase groups from 
all over the music department, including 
the Jazz Ensemble, the Wind Symphony, 
University Mixed Chorus, Concert Choir, 
Percussion Ensemble and smaller chamber 
groups.  
The ensembles are comprised of 
students, both undergraduate and 
graduate, as well as majors, non-majors, 
faculty and alumni. 
Each ensemble works at a different 
pace.
“Some rehearsals — mainly for the large 
groups — occur during regular classes,” 
Allen said. 
Tommy Fulton, a sophomore music 
education major, said there have been some 
challenges with preparing for the concert.
“The biggest challenge is that we are 
really busy getting ready for a high school 
honors band and so we have to balance the 
Collage rehearsals with the honors band 
rehearsals,” Fulton said.
Fulton is involved in many groups on 
Eastern’s campus, including the Panther 
Marching Band, as the mellophone section 
leader, the Eastern Symphony Orchestra 
and Eastern’s Wind Symphony.
Fulton will be performing with the 
wind symphony for the songs, “Stille 
Nacht” by Chip Davis and “Sleigh Ride” 
by Leroy Anderson.
“I have always loved ‘Sleigh Ride,’” 
Fulton said. “In fact, I have never played in 
a Christmas concert without ‘Sleigh Ride’ 
in the playlist.”
The concert was allowed only a limited 
time for preparation because of other 
scheduling demands. 
“We have both been knee-deep in 
concerts as of late,” Allen said, referring 
to professor, Richard Rossi, director 
of orchestral and choral activities, and 
himself.
“Many of the chamber groups are 
rehearsed on students’ own time. The 
demand on each group is small — for 
example, only having to prepare one 
piece,” Allen said.
The music department hopes that the 
concert will have a large turnout.  
“Since this is the first concert of its kind 
at Eastern, it is our hope that everyone will 
come and catch some holiday spirit,” Allen 
said.
“I am really interested to hear all of the 
other ensembles from the department of 
music, especially the percussion ensemble,” 
Fulton said.
By Jason Duarte 
Associate Verge Editor 
Rudolph will invade the Charleston town 
square tomorrow for the annual “Christmas 
in the Heart of Charleston” celebration.
Other celebration features include a 
parade, a Santa house, a cookie house and 
live music.  
A reindeer will come from Tim Ellsworth 
Reindeer Productions, based out of 
Donaldson.
“It’s really fascinating,” said Karen 
Petersen, Charleston’s co-chair special 
events/tourism supervisor. “They’re very calm 
creatures, actually.”
Petersen has been involved with 
“Christmas in the Heart of Charleston” for 
two years, and said holiday event has been 
around for about 13 years. It begins at 5 
p.m. and ends at 7. 
Kicking off the celebration is the parade. 
“The parade will start as close to 5 p.m. as 
possible. It goes around the square once, so 
it’s fairly short,” Petersen said. 
The holiday parade will include carriages 
and sleighs, but starts off with a fire engine 
and ends with Santa. Eastern President Bill 
Perry will be the parade’s grand marshal, and 
will be joined by his wife Linda. 
After the parade, Santa will arrive at the 
Santa house, which will be located in the 
Charleston Transitional Facility office.
“There, kids can go in and sit on Santa’s 
lap, tell them their wishes and get a Polaroid 
picture taken with Santa. Everything is 
free,” Petersen said. “So you can get the kids’ 
picture with Santa for free, (and) then walk 
over to the cookie house, which is going to 
be held in the other (Facility Office.)”
Also within the Facility Office, there 
will be performing musicians. The United 
Methodist Church Handel Choir and the 
Marcueake Jazz Orchestra will perform 
inside. 
Bryce Peake, bass player for the 
Marcueake Jazz Orchestra, is excited about 
performing at this year’s “Christmas in the 
Heart of Charleston” celebration.
“Last year, the pianist and I played as a 
jazz duo,” Peake said.  “And this year, we 
had been talking for a while about putting 
together a 10-piece big band and we decided 
that it was just crazy enough.”
The Marcueake Jazz Orchestra will play 
a 45-minute set, comprised of Christmas 
music in which he, as well as the band’s 
tenor player, arranged.
“When you have a 10-piece group, there’s 
a little more than just playing the melody,” 
Peake said. “We both basically took one of 
the traditional Christmas carols and then 
took something a little different. Like, I 
did, “Let It Snow,” “Santa Claus Is Coming 
to Town” as well as an arrangement of “A 
Chipmunk Christmas.”
The performance, like all other events, is 
free to the public.
“We do it for free for the Charleston area 
cause, number one, it’s not much of a time 
commitment for us and, number two, it’s 
just fun to get out there in the community 
and be a part of it,” Peake said. 
Also inside the Transitional Facility 
Office, will be a cookie house.
“We’ve got volunteers who will put out 
plates of cookies and will be serving hot 
chocolate and the hot chocolate’s donated by 
(local restaurant,) What’s Cookin.” Petersen 
said.
Outside, members of the Knights of 
Columbus will be roasting chestnuts over an 
open fire.
“They’re pretty popular, so they’ll go kind 
of fast,” Petersen said.  
There will also be free carriage rides 
around the square. 
“We’re going to have lines forming 
for the carriage rides on the inside of the 
square, near the courthouse,” Petersen said. 
“Then the carriages will be zipping around 
the square, dropping off a family and then 
picking up another one and go back around 
the square again.”
In various storefront windows, there 
will be live-action holiday displays. In the 
windows of RuffaloCODY, the Jacqueline 
Bennett Dance Center dancers will be 
performing scenes from “The Nutcracker.”
“They have the biggest windows of all, 
so Jackie Bennett uses those for her play to 
perform, and it’s always a huge hit. People 
always stand there and watch,” Petersen said.
Also among activities will be a 
gingerbread house contest.
“They are usually dropped off at 
Jackson Avenue Coffee the Friday before 
the Saturday event,” Petersen said.  “They 
are displayed inside (the) Ealy’s Appraisals 
window.  They’re nice enough to donate the 
space for a while, and we have judges come 
in and pick their favorites.”
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Jeri Daird, a teacher at Pathways, Mason Dare and Shelby Shain, students of Pathways, prepare cards that will be sold during the Pathways 
open house sale at “Christmas in the Heart of Charleston” being held Saturday in the square.
Reindeer, Santa to visit square
Non-stop holiday concert first for music department
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Members of the string section practice for a per-
formance. The Holiday Collage Concert will be at 4 
p.m. Sunday. 
